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The Club was formed during the session 1929 - 30
and was due largely to the enthusiasm of Gilbert Viilson
who received the active support of Professor G.I. Finch
and lir. Vinthrop Young. A constitution was drawn up and
adopted by the Club on December 13th, 1929, and received
minor amendments on February 10th, 1930. At a meeting of
the Imperial College Students Committee, the Club was
provisionally granted permission to use the title 'Imperial
College llountaineering Club!, "pending a decision regarding
one of its rules dealing with membership", on 16th Decemberz,
1929. The declared objects of the Club were to be

"the encouragement among students and staff
of the Imperial College of all Torms of
mountaineering".

The committee was to consist of President, Vice-President,
Secretary, Treasurer, o librarian and a custodian of appa-
ratus. The offices were tenable only by students, with the
exception of the Vice-Presidentship, and for one year only.
Later, four Whips were introduce onto the committee, whose
duty it was to circulate notice of meetings and lectures to
the members. The only major difference between the original
rules and the present ones is that relating to the election
of ordinary lembers. It read:-

"The candidate for election must have attended
as a guest at least one meeting of the Club.
He must be properly proposed and seconded.
Notice of nomination must be posted up on
the College Noticeboard, with announcement
of the meeting at which the proposal shall
take place and/or circulated by the Whips.
One blackball in ten shall exclude: Dblack-
balls to be sent in writing to the Secretary
within seven days from the meeting at which
candidate was proposed. Candidates for elec-—
tion need have no mountaineering experience,
but should be prepared to be interested in
mountaineering to gain experience therein
as opportunity offers".



A meeting of the I.C. Students Committee was held on 27th
January, 1930, at which Professor Finch was co-opted and

he gave reasons why it was essential for the club to have
power to blackball intending members. He stated that there
was no intention of limiting membership, but that the safety
of a climbing party might be imperilled by lack of unison
among its members. The committee subsequently accepted the
rules and granted permission for the title 'Im;eria}mgollege
liountaineering Club'. In the revision of 1937, ,s0 that
"1l students and staff of the College shall be eligible for
membership of the Club, provided that they shall be interes-
ted in mountaineering" and only in exceptional circumstances
which have to be communicated to the Committee of I.C.
Union "shall the committee debar any person with the above
qualification from membership of the Club". The Club tie

is also first described in the Consitution of 1937. There
were minor amendments in 1945 and this constitution was con-
firmed in 1950, a copy of the latest constitution being in-
cluded here. Copies of the original and 1937 versions are
in the keeping of the Secretary of the I.C.U.S.C.C.
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RULES
or .
THE IMPERIAL COLLEGE MCUNTAINEERING CLUB

. (As amencded 10th. October, 1945)

The Club shall be called "The Imperial
College Mountaineering Club",

The objects of the Club shall be the
encouragement of all forms of mountaineering among the
students and staff of the Imperial Ccllege.

The Club shall be composed of ;=
1. Crdinary members

2. Life members

S, Honorary members.

CRDINARY MEMBERS: All students and staff of the College
are eligible for membershipr of the Club, provided that
they shall be interested in mountaineering. Cnly under
exceptional circumstances, which must be communicated
to the General Committee of the Imperial College
Union, shall the Committee debar any perscn with the
above qulifications from membership of the Club.

The annual subscription for Ordinary members shall be
58, 06. due in October., No person shall be deemed to
have become a member of the Ulub until his first
annual subscription has been pald. Memters whose subsad
scriptions are three months 1n arrears shall be debarré
from voting at the Club meetings. Persons whose
subscriptions are six ménths in arrears shall, after
being warned, automatically cease to be members of the
Cluba

LIFE MEMBERS: Members of the Club leaving the Collecge
may, on application, e macde Life Members, provided
that they have participated actively in the affairs of
the Clubs They shall be elected by a two=thirds
majoity vote of the Committee, such a decision being
ratified by a General Meeting of the Club, Such Life
Members shall be entitled to attend Club meets

( subject always to Rule 12 ). Life members must assure
the Club of their continued interest in the Club by
visiting the Club or writing news-letters to the

Hon. Secretary at least once a year., If a member fails
to comply with this proviso, he shall cease to receive
notification of Club activities or circular letters.
Life Members shall orcinarily be exempt from payment
of the annual subscription. Life lMembers who
S;?sa%?ntly return to College shall be required to
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8.

s

10.

11.

R

13,

pay the annual subscription. Only éuch Life Members
a8 pay the annual subscripticn shall vote at Club
Meetings.

HOEUBARY MEMBFRS : The Honorary lMembership of the Club
may be conferred, by the consent of a General Meeting
of the Club, cn any person who has rendered service

to thr Club or to mountaineering. Honorary Members shal
not vote at Club meetings, but may participate in

Club activities( subject alwayskmx to Rules 7 & 12)

Members of theClub, not being members of the
Imperial College Union, shall not be entitled to any o
the privileges of Union membership.

The Officers of the Club shall be:-~

President

Two Vice-Presidents
secretary

Junior Trgsurer

The Committee shall consist of the above
of ficers anc two other members. The President,
Secretary and Junicr Treasurer must be students and
muy holcd the same office for one year only.,

Bach year the Committee shall appoint a Librarisn and
Quatermaster to be responsivle for the Club Library
and equipment respectivély.

A1l Officers of the Club shall be elected
at the Annual Meeting of the Club in the summer term
each year. They shall cdmmence their duties at the
beginning of the next Academic year. Vacancies
occurring during the year shall be filled at a
General Meeting.

Lectures arranged by the Club shall be open
to all members of the Imperial College.

GUESES: Each member may iatroduce guests to any GClub
lecture, Ginner or tea. Guests may not be introcduced
to climbing meets unless the permissicn of the

- President or other Officer in charge of the meet has

been obtainsd.

: The Committee has power to debar any member
from attending climbling meets. Any member so debarred,
who subsequently desires to leave the Club, shall be
entitled to the refund of his subscripticn for the e
current yeear.
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15.

16.

17.

18,

Notices of the activities of the Club
shall be posted on the Club?s Notice Board a
reasonable period in advance.

The Club tie shall consist of Imperial
Ccllege crowns encircled with coiled ropes in gold
evenly spaced cn a maroon backgrcund. I shall be
on sale at the College Bookstall and only active
meémbers of at least six months standing shall be
permitted to wear the tie,

CLUB PRCPERTY: Club equipment shall be available
ror the use of ordinary members subject to the
approval of the Committee. Members shall Dbe
required to make godd any damage done to the
property of the Club while in their care,

Any amendment to these rulss must be confim
med by a General Meeting of the Club at least six days
after the Meeting at which the amendment was made.

N6 such amendments shall be operati ve until they have
been sanctioned by the Imperial College Social Clubs
Committee.,

The interpretation of these rules is solely
at the discretion of the Committee, which also has
ppwer to deal with any matters not covered herein,
provided slways thet thelr actions shall be consistent
with the rules laid down by the Imperial College Union.

ﬁ4é¢?4xmz;v
( Hon. Seerstary)
8f4f46
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President:~ G. Wilson.

The first alpine meet of the club was held in July,
1930, at the Ponteglias Hut, when a party was led by

Professor G.I. Tioch. Climbing meets were alsc held at
17 -

iasdale Tead during the Christmas and Zaster vacations.
During the session, lectures vere delivered by Gil-
bexrt Wilson, Professor Finch, the 2
) = F G’en 8Roce
.P., F.35. Sm ﬂG,ﬁLd others. A club librexy had alresdy

te fon. L.3. Amewry,

bheen institubed and was housed in the Chemical Technology
denartnent.

19%0 - 31.

Tt Tt S S s S et e bt

President:~ 1. Ilalzashima.

A sumner meet was held during ifusust, fourteen members

end their guest arty was again led by

[
the Vice—?rcsidcnt, Professor Finch, An adwvance party of
after spending a weck in the
GobuLard dlsbrwob vVere joined by the remeining members on
3

Y (=]

¢ 1.1 —r o '

August €th atv the Ileim hut where several days were spent.
Climbing was seriously limited by bhad weathcr. A move was
then made to the Cberessrjoch hut, in the Zernese Oberland,

_t
via the Grimesel Pass. Thence the narty nroceeded over the

Gunsliic to the Finsteraarhorn hut and finellr To the
Jungfran statlon, by vway of the Concoxdis hut
UHSGLtLGJ weather continued, an expedivion te the

1 . cirade L. B T L Ty ey [S21)
bnch being mads om August 18th in thick weather. The
followring day nproved Lo be fine and the Junsirau wes

a1 S e ey B P e dB= e SNORTEP Ol el N . 3 eSS .
climbed in ezccllent conditions. During the descent, an
socident nccurrad vhich rat thre iveg
SCCLCENT occurran VI l-_._G;._A COo3T cnNee 1iivVes.



Climbing was thus brought to an end, but the majority
of the party remained a2t Lauterbrtinncn to assist Professor
En)

High on moon-rolding peaks their hearls are sct,
On everlasting ice they Tixed their gaze
Above the confusion of our dusty days,

tbove the unresting tumult and the fret.

chem, for they have met

Death on the far-oif cilent mountain ways
They loved so greatly, nor can man's dispraise

Y

¢

Vex them, nor praise attein to them, and yet
e would not let them unsaluted zo
Torth from this 1i

fc they did not choose to gell
Ae all we do, for high rewazrd oz low.

(e

o

They attempted much, an

.

, in attenoting, fell
To no ignoble death, and surely so

Atteined their heart!s desire. It is well,

A B

Se &y Wiy
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President ;- V. Durden.

of the Club toolk nlecc at Capel

C members were present and en-
hs on Tryfon and thelfanberis
of Snoviden.

During the Summer vacation, a few members went to

Skkye, Arvran and the Jalke District.



President:- J.V. Durden.

16 Christmas meet was held at Czwen and, despite
very adverse weathor conditions, was very succcssful

4

One day was spent on Clogwyn-y-o

The summer meet was held at Turta he Jotun-—
heimen, Norway.

During the session, lectures were delivered by
Profecsor Boswell, T.R.S.,.who geve a paper coupling

H
h lountaineering, and Profescor Tineh loctured

Geology wit
on "verest! ifx. B.E. Shipton of the ZKamet and 1933

Iverest jxgpditidn gave en informal lecture and display
of lantern slides on his recent Tomet oddls cliwmb,

The activitics of the Club during the session

'

1933 - 34 do not seem to have been wecoxded, apart from
he fact that the President was R.l, 3hackleton. In
Phoenix for linrch, 1934, a noem entitled "Tirol" vas
printed.
“Tipo}

The silver lighted snow
of midday mountain-~tops,
fades in leisurely decline,
mingles with the evening mistiness
& colour harmony divine,
opens up the golden gatves of night,

cevernously silent, rich in sight

ey
0

hoes dovmn the valley, soft and low,

ci
Fme?

1¢ senli~silent scund of aninals

6]
]

m

o iledig i,



1934 - 35,

President:—~ 7., Tilson,

lales at

The Christmas meet took place in Ilorth
Idwal and was a greater success then some previous meets,
owing to the encouraging influx of nmountaineering enthu-

gsiasts, At Daster, climbing was enjoyed in the ILeke Dis-

trict. On llarch 29th, two members went to Grasmere and
were joined next day by two others. Tor three days, some

excellent climbing was done in the neighbourhood of Lang-
dale and, on Anril lst, the party moved over to Znnerdale.
The weather was excellent and an enjoyable time was had

until Anril xd. One party was then involved in an acei-

dent on Great Gable, the leader suffering a dual fracture

of the slkull and other injuries. The meet was brought to
& close, both foxr this reason and for the reason that on

A [ ]

the next day a blizzard plastered the rock with snow and

During the Svmmer vacation, a meet was held in Skye,
£ the Club camped in Coirehagan. They en-
joyed ten days climbing in mixed weather, or wather Skye

weather, with bright intervals, until in an unfortunate

cecident the leader was injured and the meet wes abandoned.

During term time, o number of week-end meets or day

dh5

trins were made to Harrison Rocks,

Sunday, QOctober 14th. A Joint meet with the llounteincering

section of Camping Club.
T A _> 1 . T, 0 hi e E -
Tovember 11lth. A meet was held at Tarrison Roclts™ "whose

1

attractiveness is the wvignette climbs tc be found". A4

camping party was to have spent Saturday at Hisgh Rock

A

(=

i
1

Candidates foxr election who had missed the firs
neet of the Term were especielly invited to
attend this meet.
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nearby, but the member who did finally camp despite the
weather "found the Rocks intensely dirty and slippery
and also devoid of straightclimbs, most of the climbs
being chimneys®.

sunday, December 9th, "A well attended meet" was held

T

ot Harrison Docks, "rather damped by rain in the morning".

Cn Saturday and Sunday, TFebruary 23%rd and 24th, a
camoing and climbing meet was held at Farrison Hoclks.
Lleven members were onresent and a great number of severe
climbs were domne, "the brilliant sunshine being only
occasionally broken by showers®™. On llarch 9th, a camping
party vas arranged, but rain put off the majority of mem-
bers; however, two weat down and camped in snow. Desnite
the night's low temperature, most of the snow had dis-

appeared by the next morning, but much of the Rock was

& 8
iced. Iline members turned up on Sunday to enjoy the dry
rock.
An interesting series of lecctures was held during

he year and included talks by ilr. Millican Dalton, a
well known figure in the Leke District, Professor Finch
again end Iiiss G. Stevenson, a member of the Club. Tinch
showed a film taken on & vnrevious meet of the Club. The
snow and ice technique was closely studied by members,

and one nember from abroad (R.S5.R.?), whose experience
of the Club's activities had Dbeen confined to reneated
isits to Iaxrrison Rocks, was suitably impressed. Dr.
Gilbert Wilson, speaking from the Chair, was delighted to
recall this meet, at vrhu:h he was present, and called at-
tention to the exceptional skill that had been shovm in
film technique and in mountaineering combined to nroduce
such excellent photographs., Iliss Stevenson drew & very
able mind picture of the llew Zealand Alps, a glorious
renge ol peaks of 12000 f£t., with the superb adjuncts of



glaciers, fed by heavy snow-capns. The experiences related
to a journey scross this range in the neighbourhood of
1T, Cook, Aeline wmer atis pescas S Savz G 6 Srioe o /5/5735

A meeting of considerablc interest was held on TFeb-
ruary Tth, when a discussion wes held to decide whether
"in the opinion of the Club, the i
the spirit of mountaineering". Profescor Doswell attended
as 2 member and, in the abscnce of Professor Finch, the
President, T.2. Yilson, took the Chair. An explenation of
the Piton was given by E.L. COFPD, a member with experience
of its use. The meeting was declared onen to discussion
at 5.45 p.m. and at 5.45%, the club assuned apnearance of
several hostile narties converging on a point - the table.
lr. P.H. Ilicks suggested the Piton should be used only as

Ay
&l i

a safety device, as a beley in dangerous and unavoidable

CW“CHIStDHCOS. . IS5, Hoof, as revnresentative of the
L
b

opposition, demanded unrestricted useof Pitons on the
grounds that "if jce axes and crampons are allowable, why
not pitons? The anti-piton school suggested that a limit

must be imposed somewhere. The discussion was not helned

by the suggestion that one "should clinmb without a Tope;
without boots, because use of bave feet is said to harden
4-1-

them and make the owner become more reliant on small holds,
and without clothes, because the body will then bccome more
resistant to cold". The necting wes closed on a disturbed

note at 6.30 p.m., with the ty velve just lifting.

4

e
The activities foxr the ycer were concluded by the
Annual dinner of the Club.



IMPERIAL COLLEGE MOUNTAINEERING CLUB.

As a result of the wishes expressed by members on meny occasions,
> vommittee has decided to arrange a meeting open to all members
i a few guests of members at which the main business will be

" A DISCUSSION ON THE USE OF PITONS "

Mr.E.L.Cohen,a candidate for membership,has been asked,as one
> has had experience of their use,to give a short preliminary talk

Pitons and their use. Prodfessor PFinch has agreed to be

airman of the Meeting,2and will also speak from his experience of

tons.
When the exvlanatory t2lks have been given,members are free
discuss the matter and try to reach a settled opinion on the

bject as to whether the indiscriminate use of pitons is objection-

le to mountsineering,and so clesr unm s doubtful poimt in the minds
gseveral members.
It hes been arrshged that the meetimg should commence with

5 at 5 o'clock on Thursday February 7th in SBommittee Room A,2nd the

scussion cArried on more or less informslly afterwards. It is

girable that the number of guests invited should be veryv strictly

nited,and should be confined to those with deep interest or exper-
nee in mountfineering. Please inform the Secretary if a guest
invited.

A charge of 8d. will be made for the tea,snd will be collect-

by the Treasurer,H.S.Hopf.

ENTS Sven #s  LeE-AXES, P H HICKS
VS WMAILED BooTS o Prrons e

Hon. Secretary.
COLLECTEYD 2T e PooskX.
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IMPERIAL COLLEGE  MOUNTAINEERING CLUE.

There will be & CLIMBING MEET at Harrison Rocks on Sunday

:bruary 24th. The anniversary of the discovery of the rocks

1e year ago will be celebrated with as much joie de vivre as the

wner of the Kstate will allow. A Presidential address is
/0 45 a.m. al

> be given - - - the President to take the 'TAir' at Illl:rl.
& the (rack an Cave (P)

All those wljjo intend to join the Mountaineering Club are

avited to attend the Meet,and'ﬁearn the ropeg.

[RECTIONS:

Bring sandwiches in rucsack or pocket. 01d breeches,o¥
lannels,are desirable for climbing,and rubber soled'gym' shoes
re the only form of footwear for the gritstone rock. All
108e who have Alpine ropes should bring them.

Take the 8.50 train from Victoria to Groombridge (usually

rom platform I6 or I7) There is no other train till mid-
rning,so dont risk missing it. Get a Cheap Day Return

icket at 4/34.

Tea at 4.30 at the'Crown',Groombridge,cost I/-

This will in all probability be the last leet at Harrison
Meet d '4’/
cks before the long Climbing|at Easter.ﬁﬁ De drewawd oL

;bmca—[% e ‘2/"")
P.H.Hicks
Hon.Secretary

E SIGNIFY ATr&s »8nCE
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Phoenix, Febzruaxy 1935,
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There were tThree of us, Patrick, ZTlijeh end I, stan-

s

'

ding at 5.30 g.m. on a fo
ton Station on the day af
the rear poxrtion - Tlijah was to tale possession of

The tanlk was full, 250 miles in front of us, and the
air chill, co without more delay than was reouired to fill

%‘l

an insurance form and post it, we sct off., 4 heaut
seemed, alithough slow in aocoler@tlog, but the fog trouble
for the first twenty
Li;hts were all wve

12ade by the nrocess of lzeenins the ri;fJ
orf

road near the ro wheel,

AL . s el JEa X o A =z oy e M -~ Y]
At scven the fog lifted, and by 7.30 wvhen we picked
un another five gallons, we had wassed the 56-nile marl.
Ve oy L R = s ot A L e ~ — Q ot
hen lizkt came, we woared along Yatling Street at mavimum,

™o

r grrent northuards,

sion of wounda temmers to boiling point.
“hey reached an incredd T e density in about half a nile of
nein rosd,

At Tlongollen {Thlansothlen, B.B.C. »lesce note), we
stooned, and while 71ijah barierved for 2 thick vest for
spare wear, I picked = wnoir of gloves that might be handy
against cold. Time was pamning out well, and we saw that

e
our schedule vhich had a2llowed for a low averaze with one
or Two punctures and mechanical twoubles throvn in, was
EirzialFey

zbouvt five houwrs in hend. There was, then, of course,

time to olimb the iMHlestone Buttr faen vhen we

o
5!
0
o
=
jr
.t
3
3

2y nornin;‘outsido south Tensing-

3

rucsacks, an ice-axe, and two ropes occunied Tour-fifths of
.
L

-101-.‘|'.-’ e wag -.r.‘l";o-;rl—-'hv-.— O-‘-r-’
A L4 cetoio WL UL WAL, -

o
. L Rl =
r2s reached, when a suceces-—

2,



axrived, and in preparation ve changed in turn in the
space at the back. The last stage was driven through a

ale and part hailstorm over & corkscrew road. The swer-
ving always occurred when the individual at the baclk was
cautiously balencing during the nrocess of hauling on a
pair of brecches!

Vle arryived at two o'clock and bundled out of the car

.,

e

in a hurry to get to the "ilestonc". Ve ronecd un and
went quickly un the "Crdinary" route, surmounted the final

=¥
chimney and then worked down to the right - an hour and a
halfts vorls, 4And then to the FHostel to stalze cladims on
the best bunics.

By evening thc rest of the roughs and

U

ot

oughs of the

lJlountaineexring Club had shufflcd in and the wnerty was com-
plete. LAccording Tto tradition, the dryinz hut stove re-~
fused to function, chiefly owing to an almost total ab-
sence of ohimn;j. And cerrying out an honourable traditio
we accordingly slapved some puitty and cement here and ther
the cracks, bhlew violently up and dovn the flugs, and
the stove re-functioned, emitting its usual quantities of

thiclz smolze, and belching like & miniature volcano. The

temperature of the hut is thermostatically controlled

owin; to the tendency of the stove to asphyxiate itself
1o

(and the wnoox blighter looking for a lost socls), before the
odd etceteras hanging round buwrst into flame.

Tallz was made at supper on the possi for the
next day, and according to nlan, on the Friday, whilc six
stout souls (which included ouvr 25 per cent of fair mem-
bers) departed for the "Slebs", Fritz, Z1lijah and I made

sSToxry vias

)
]
C-J-
o
a
2
—
{0
(o
Q
o
]
‘ J
ch e
\—;
-

S
tracks for Tryfacn. ¢
short. An ascent ©o The top by one route, descent and

fresh ascent - all in 2 very luxurious Zashion.

[ =]
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Je ooy k)

yfaen party in a it of zeal cantured two and a
1

1%
oy (- s e SR Al o o N i N I s = —
halt peaks that day {(of the half an explanation will apvear).

Yie reached the top of Tryfaen in a biting wind, completel
enveloped in mist, and hazdly staying long enough to spit

“atlooerd®, we vorled dovn the other side, located the

L

saddle across to Glyder Fach, and then scrambled to the

top. Ve sneaked a compass beawxing now and then to help
direction, but once a 1ift in the mis;, which lasted five
seconds, gratuitously corrected a bad misjudgement.

e located the right neak af

i
dossed dovn bechind a rock to swallow o hasty sandwich.

b

er sone trouble and
0

lloses and ears gradually grevw nurnl
voe & relief to move off a:ain. Wne; we had at last come
to the conviction that our bearinzs vere ho

vve descended, located Tlwn I oohJIW"d ‘only mronounceable
o v W X

with a mouthful of Bass), =znd re-ascended. This time we
aimed for Glyder Fawr, vhere accordinz to the plans

hatched the night previously we might »un across the othors.
But when we reachsd Castell-y-Gwynt [(a Welshman's joke for
Tindy Stxrcet), and, by Jove, it was! we mistook it for
Glyder Fawr, mislike the idea of going un =ndé coming dovn
that last 1ittle bit, and decided to get down out of the
mnist before dawxiz. ‘e chose, as it haopened, a rather
steen, nasty-looking zully, which widened and finally

shoolt us out on to & steen loose scree. Altogether, taken

<
by and large, it was not a place that one would recommend

to one's grandmother for a Sunday stroll, warticularl;

= .

with lcose roclks liable to play fast cnd loose with on

0 ¢!
feet and a chute-like surfece tendins to catch one a clix
C

e
in the seat of the breechcs at every onpportunity. Ve
later discovered that the last wnatceh wes the so-c2lled

Tamelesz Cwm - our only point of disagreement was which



nene vias most annropriate out of the sclection at the tins

of our tongues. These 'Telshmen always were unimaginative,

The next day the parties changed over, and while the

rest transed oXf to Twryfzen we went along to the Slabs and

stood in doubt before "Faith", "lHope" and "Cherity".

"Taith® finally won on points, and we set up it with detex-
mination. Corments became lovd and to the noint at one
siteh whewre I ran out my sixty-odd feet of ropeon a long

=] o 3

smuoth fece end needcd another tuenty. So Ilijah came un

twenty feet and exercised Ffaith in the friction of his

pants, while Tritz coiled loons of rone rouad every pro-
jecting knob in sight. It mey have talten & quarter of an
hour or perhaps it was really only sbout two minutes, but

it was a rvelief to vreach the end of the nitch and rest on
the thin ledze offeved. The descrintion of this ledge
lec

demands amplification. It was not & sinm commion or

_) b
garden ledge, it was a blighted 1little right angle fox

C‘Q

seat and back to rest on while a sheet of evenly flowing
ice-cold water ran over the rock through coat, breeches
and all in a continuous stream., Ain entry in the diary
states ".... an icy dron came through and then a frozen

—-— deluge. —— & -~ 1 -
In due course ve resched the ton. C(ur nlan was then

to get round to the right and ¢limb e gully to the top of

Glyder Fawr. Uanfortunately we went too high and immedietely

struck difficulties. Ve were finally brought to a stand-

still by an avkward nlace. In a right angle corner of

rock, & small ledse sloped dovn and 7

cicnt for onc and e half neople at nmost - th

eize o hendhold three feet un ond

e
(¢
.
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0
i
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the left out of reach over a sheer bit of wall., D7 exer-

o

ting a complete lacl: of belief in the normal laws of

gravitation, I managed to tire myself trying to reach the
hold. Tinally Zlijah came up and somehow we shuffled

round and he gave me a knee and breeches 1ift, and there
I was clinging to a slimy little knob of rock with cold-
numbed and poverless Iingers. There was nerheps suffi-

cient naterial above to have interested a hw~tlcu1arlv

agile flea, but 2 hamnvered and numbed climber had no
other alternative than to return, which was impossible.

There must be many smell boys now chanting Ovid's
"Tecilis descensus est Averno", but when this vparticular
line occurs to you as your fingers are slipping and the
second man would be sure to go with you, it sounds posi-
tively crude. Tor a split second before fingers and

roclt parted, there was a million to one chance of old

5l. doing the right thing - he did. I felt my lknee

Triwned scillated slightly on my right foot on the ex-
reme edge of the "ledge" and finally remeined in un-

actory equilibrium closely hugging and being hugged
ah, who was doing his celebrated best in the two-
onal wey with his back crammed into tThe angle.
'hen, in the course o re-shulfling our nositions,
ve hed laboriously and stiffly climbed back to the start,
discretion distinctly said "get", and we accordingly got.
Vet roclt lubricated by a specics of oleaginous black mud
is most discouraging.

Ule met a fresh wind round the corner that stifled
the breath and cut its way with an arc flame through our
encirely soaked clothes. Ve were promised & wvarm drink
from Fritz's snirit stove earlier in the climb, and the
tine seemed auspicious when I heard Tritz ask ominously

o
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tches. A lizard baslking (?2) on
that ledge would have been skinned with a taxidermical

if anyone had brought ms

neatness by the concise remarks passed in the next split
second. Vhat might have been & tense situation nassed
like magic to an exqguisite finish when a flat, squat and
homely looking bottle anveared from Tritz's pocket. It
was a brand of Cherry Schnenns with a violent taste of
prussic acid, but by 2ll that is holy, it sent a wave of
varmth dovmn the stomach.

Je found a sheltered [?) spot for lunch, and had
settled dovn to a cold sandvich, when a pointed exclama-
tion from Fritz brought to light the fact That the matches
had avpeared after all. In a few seconds the stove was
lighted and a brace and & half of Frankfurten sausages
gently floated in their liguid.

It would be diZficult now to describe their flavour,
but, to misquote an insnired author, "By Allah! Ie who
hath not in his hunger tasted a hot Frenkfurlen sausage

-

hath not lived!"™ The brace and a half hed only to be
split between 66% per cent. of those vnresent, as Ilijah,
truc to his custom, remesined a vegetarian.

is a result of the warm sensation round the belt, we
crossed the Cvm in spirits and went up ¥ Garn by a pre-
determined route - an altogether unpleasant exnerience on
a very rubbishy scree. The mist was very bad on top, and
it took some time to choose a point of descent. Coming
down, the only difficulty encountered was a wateriall, but
it was soon avoided and we came out on the shore of Ilyn
Tdwal, within a short distance of the Zostel. And so to
bed eievene '

"CLIIBIR".

7.
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Phoenix, iarch, 1935.

Wales.

Sunday broke with a day of heavy rain and terrific
gusts of wind, combined with mist and low clouds. By
general consent, all plans for climbing were dropped and
fresh plans devised. The final fruit of thought and dis-
cussion between mouthfuls at breakfast was this, Namely,
that the party entire should split up into two parties
of five and four respectively, on of which would drive
by car to Pen Y Pass by Snowdon on the other side of the
Glyders, leave the car there and footslog it over the top
back to the Hostel. The other party would take the same
route there from the Hostel and drive back. Accordingly
Fritz, HElijah, the Geologist and I bundled into the car
and in a terrific series of squally gusts slowly followed
the switchback road to Pen-Y-Pass. On arrival, the car
was duly parked and we set off on a four mile tramp down
the road before breaking off to the right, where the
saddle between Y Garn and Glyder Fawr is lowest. It took
an hour and a quarter's upward struggle over a tiring
tussock and gorse slope before the top began to be in
sight. The wind and rain blew miserably down our necks
and the ground grew boggier as the wet flat top of the
saddle was reached.

Tt was a soaked and rather despondent quartet that
finally reached Llyn Cwn, lashed to furies by the wind,
but a good bearing to get. The wind at that point
seemed to bottle up in the shallow neck formed by the
two peaks and rush with a penetrating frigidair action
through the small of one's back. We huddled behind a
small rock while Elijah tried to empty his boots of
water and squeeze his socks slightly, but finally Fritx
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brought out his stove and we crouched round the crevice
while a life-giving brew of Frankfurten sausage (another
two and a half brace) was stewing. The sausages went in
due course, and the scalding but precious hot water was
shared out.

Slightly warmer inside but fearfully chilled out-
side, we hurried to get over the saddle into shelter
from the wind. At the last point, before turning down-
wards to the "Devil's Kitchen", the wind reached its
pitch and blew each about unmercifully. Then the dip
began to shield us and finally we began to thaw out as
we hurried down. In the Hostel, soaked and chilled
clothes were thrown off and without further delay a brew
of cocoa made. Standing round the stove in nondescript
garments, we poured half a tin of cocoa, followed by
butter and sugar, into a saucepan and made a thick and
satisfying liquid, hot enough to skin the proverbial
lizard.

On llonday we decided to drive round to Snowdon and
have a look at the climbs on Lliwedd (= Sleweth, by-the-
bye), but when Fritz looked at his boots and found that
all but a few disheartened nails hanging by their tips
had worked out, we decided to go into Bethesda and get
them nailed at once and then, according to how the time
worked out, we could make further plans.

As soon as rumours started circulating that a car
journey was to be made to Bethesda, commissions began to
pour in from all sides and, before we could escape, we
had everything to buy from a pound of nuts to a pair of
socks., When it came to starting the car, the first
trouble began. Up to date the car had stood the rain
with the perfect pHegm of an Austin Twelve, but



apparently a pint or so of rain water had sorted out of
the terrific rainstorm of the night before and, drop by
drop, trickled into the magneto. We ran it down the
slope and tried to coax it to start, but with no success.
In time a couple of vans pulled in, and shortly a heated
interchange of diagnoses went back and forth over the
bomnet and through the windscreen, as nuts were loosened
and wires pulled about. Finally, in a furore of triumph,
the trouble was traced to the motor switch and, putting
a fresh lead in, we were soon listening to the pleasant
music of the exhaust. With a few words of thanks, and
nearly two hours late, we turned and drove rapidly to

Bethesda.,
WCLIMBER".



Phoenix, lay 1935.

The Great Dog of Znnerdale.

(A trapslation of an old Cumbrian manuscript,
now in the possession of John Rudd of Swinside.)

The night was still and the fellside deserted save
for the lone climber who plodded wearily on. Softly as-
cended the sound of the Liza from the distant wvalley,
blending with the winds soft crooning in the pine trees.
Close at hand came a faint plaintive croaking, a queer
sound. It came repeatedly from the boulder strewn fell-
side. It was the sound of ptarmigan.

Rounding a rock, suddenly, lcFRadzean halted, unable
to believe his eyes.

She sat alone in the moonlight, an adorable creature
full of the gentler passions of life; her young body
throbbing with freshness and innocence; her glorious
form moulded into a thrilling symphony of seductive out-
lines by the soft opalescene of the night. Her eyes were
as two pools hidden behind long lashes, unfathomable and
mysterious - her mouth a passionate, moist, red blaze of
quivering ecstasy — her nose a small artless thing set
in the centre of a perfect oval framed by a glory of gol-
den waves softly tinted by the moonbeams.

His soul hungered for the caress of those enticing
lips. Fondly he gazed with eyes full of torment upon her
scintillating loveliness, her vibrant beauty, poignant as
the 1ilt of music.

Awkwardly he clasped her hand in his, but with a
murmur she gently withdrew it.

loved by the intensity of his gaze her lashes drooped
and her lips parted in a smile of acquiescence. He yearned



to clutch her with gentle savagery. Lestraint was im-
possible. Ruthlessly he gathered her to himself. Some-
what frightened she withdrew but overcome by romance sSur-
rendered herself. ,

He drew her close and their lips met in a pulsating
duet of satisfaction. . |

They heard in the valley, for the third time that
year, a queer, high-pitched barking, born faintly on the
wind from the direction of the Pillar. A noise which
sent shudders down the spine of the bravest man and
which caused the curs to slink into the furthest corners
of the byres. That night no one slept in Ennerdale, and
on the morrow they buried the mutilated remains of Ali-
stair McFadzean in the tiny churchyard at Ennerdale DBridge.



Phoenix, December 1934.

"An Interesting Case of Allotrogy
is afforded by Snow Crystals.’

A scientist and a layman were walking in the snow.

The scientist was shocked at what the layman didn't know;
He said that snow was water in a simple crystal form
Solidified by freezing - it would melt when it got warm.
He said 'twas monoclinic, crystallising from the wvapour,
And he worked out some equations on a dirty scrap of paper.

The layman said but little, he just gazed upon the snow

And marvelled at its starry beauty, and its whiteness on
the ground below.

He looked upwards to the white trees, drank deep of glory ther

And pondered how, the day before, they'd looked so cold and
bare.

The scientist talked on about the sort of things he knew,
0f pressure curves, and hoar frost and depositing of dew;

He explained the anticyclone and the 'Northwind that doth
blow!;

With a long discourse on spectra he dismissed the sgnset
EL0W.

In fact there wasn't anything on which he couldn't talk:
He was a mine of knowledge - but he spoilt the layman's walk.

DCA-. S’
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President:~- P.H. Hicks. Hon. Secretary:- lliss Greta
Stevenson.

Over the llew Year, a very successful meet was held in
North Wales, when climbers rallied from the corners of
England and one even from the snow-buried wilds of Scot-
land. The weather though cold was mostly fine and suanny.
On the best day of the meet, one party made a circuit of
the Snowdon Horseshoe. There was snow all the way high up
and, while this party were sitting sunning themselves on
the rocks at the foot of one of these snowfields "watching
the shadows from the cold face of Lliwedd darken the ice
bound tarn below", they were able to watch a second party
attempting a climb from which it subsequently had to turn
back. A meet was held in the Lake District during the
Faster vacation and the Phoenix for April 1936 contained
the article "Climbing in Lakeland" describing part of it.

There was a full and varied lecture programme during
the session. On October 29th, travel talks were given by
two members, A.J.ll. Smythe and lir. Hans Hopf. Ilir. Smythe,
who had cycled from Gibraltar to Munich during the long
vacation, showed an amazingly diverse selection of slides.
lir. Hopf's photographs were all taken in the vicinity of
the Dolomites, where he had had some good c¢limbing. lr.
Scott Russell gave a lecture on November lst describing
some of his recent ascents in the Southern Alps of New
Zealand, and dealt with some lesser known parts of South
Canterbury and Westland. On the 11lth November, the club
was honoured to entertain and be entertained by that dis-
tinguished mountaineer, Dr. T.G. Longstaff, a pioneer of
travelling and climbing the Himalayas. The lecturer gave
a rapid and stimulating survey of the whole Himalaya.



iir. Eric Shipton was entertained to dinner on Feb-
ruary 1llth on the eve of his departure with the Everest
expedition. Mr. Shipton showed a very fine series of
glide and gave an account of his very remarkable expedition
which succeeded in reaching the llanda Devi basin. Subse-
guently, Mr. J.V. Durden, a former president of I.C.K.C.,
gave a combined lantern lecture and film show dealing
with some of him mountaineering experiences in South Afri-
ca. The film illustrated in the most graphic way possible
one of the difficult rock routes up Table lountain.

In Phoenix, the Secretary reported that efforts were
being made to get permission from the Goldsmith Co. for
small parties of students to visit Harrison Rocks again.
The July meet in Skye had to be abandoned, owing to failure
of transport. In spite of this, two members quickly or-
ganised a meet in the Lake District under ideal weather
conditions. Thus prepared, one of the party spent a
fortnight in the Kaunergrat district of the Austrian Alps,
climbing peaks of 1100 - 1200 metres.



Phoenix, December 1935.

"To Great Gable'.

Though clouds of sad misfortune hang about

my life, or black depression take her turn
among the smaller troubles of the day,

then may I thank the fates that I have stood
upon thy granite head, uncrowned by cloud.

I, too, have seen but never climbed thy face
precipitous, where only those who dar'st
offend thy pride, are bold enough to tread.
For oft thy wrath does not restrain her hand
and then who shall be saved? But on this morn
the sun, still low above the spined back

of Glaramara, pierced white fleeting clouds
that were alone in all the Summer sky.

Almost beneath my feet, from Styhead Tarn,

the infant River Derwent playfully

ran down through Borrowdale, to form the lake
beneath Cat Bells. So, mountain after mountain
leads the eye towards the west, where streanms
uniting forces, flow towards the sea

past Buttermere and on. Then Ennerdale

and Pillar Rock, the eagle passes o'er
winging her restless flight towards the south,
to blue Wast Vaters underneath the screes,
where with one fatal plunge, the mountain falls
into the lake. There too the grim Sca Fell
peers o'er the shoulder of his taller kin,

the Sca Fell Pike. At langdale ends the tale;
the circle is complete and downward leads

26
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the path from cairn to cairn, while mountain sheep
gaze with sad eyes or give one cheerful bleat

to help the hungry traveller on his way,

till Brendreth's grassy slopes blot out thy face
uncovered by the veil of mountain mist.
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St Vet e

President:- R. Scott Russell.

By kind permission of the Climbers Club, two meets
were held this year at Helyg in North Wales. At Christmas,
stormy weather generally necessitated keeping to familiar
routes, but members gained much valuable experience. The
presence of much new snow prevented climbing on some of
the more sunless faces during the week after Easter, but
it greatly added to the enjoyment of the meet and several
interesting climbs were made on Tryfan buttresses and the
Idwal Slabs. ™iHo new routes were intentionally accomplished".

Again the club had a full programme of lectures. The
meetings were preceded by tea in one of the committee rooms
and one lecture each term was followed by an informal din-
ner. IEfforts were again made to obtain permits for parties
to visit Harrison Rocks.

October 27th. Professor G. I. Finch. Alpine Films.

November 10th. Ir. E.H.L. Wigram. 19%6 ZEverest LHx-
pedition.

November 24th. Ir. R.A. Hodgkin.
(Pres. 0.U.H.C.) Norway.

(Afterwards ilessrs. Hodgkin and Wigram were entertained at
dinner, together with lir. and lirs. Geoffrey Young.)

January 28th. Mr. G.R. Speaker. Technique of Rock
Climbing.

Subsequently, three interesting lectures were given by
members of the club.

Mr., Hilverton. Exploration in Newfoundland.
Dr. Shackleton. Exploration in Fiji.
Mr. Lowey. Climbing in the Alps.

The final lecture of the session was held on lay 5th, when
lir. Gerald Seligman, an authority on snow and ice and a



well-known skier, was the speaker. The lecture was fol-
lowed by a Club dinner at wnich Brig.-General the Hon.
C.G. Bruce, lr. Seligman, Mr. G. Bartrum of the Climbers
Club, and Professor Finch were the guests of the Club.
The former secretary of the club, Miss Stevenson,
who was a postgraduate student in the Botany department
and a graduate of Otago University, Dunedin, was elected
President of I.C.W.A., for this session. In an interview
with a Phoenix reporter, printed in the Phoenix for
December 1936, she makes the interesting statements that
"I think the general standard of physique is very poor

and the number of weedy specimens is much greater than in

New Zealand" and that "the Lountaineering Club may be
considered the best society in the College".
In May 1937, the following poem appeared which may
well have been born of experience in an Alpine valley:
"Awakening",

Quiet in the valley, all is still

Save for the faint rustle of the breeze

As it stirs the dead brown leaves

Loth to be moved from their winter sleep
Catching the faint mist in wisps. Chill
From the stream's dark, sombre bed to creep
Up the leaf-moulded slope.

Then like a ray of hope

In dark, damp, cheerless places

Tingeing with gold, the brown leaf's dry, curled stalk

laking the snowdrop even, seem to lift her head,
Comes the Sun, golden in splendour,

Flooding with kind warmth this dead

Once winter dulled domain

Of snow and rain.
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The green array of herbage turns its face
To bathe in welcome warmth.
The mist dissolves; mnew life among the dead;
The birds awake again from winter's bed;
Their song is heard at last.
Spring has arrived, the snows have gone and now
The clouds have passed.
J.K.H.W.
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Phoenix, April 1936.

Climbing in Lakeland.

liany people despise rockclimbing and ask what is the
use of getting to the top of a rock by the most difficult
route. TFurther, they suggest that it would be pleasanter
to attain the object in view without any possibility of
physical danger. Towards such people I feel like the man
recently portrayed in 'Punch' who had an irrestible de-
sire to throw the other man off the top of a mountain.

It is doubtful whether such people would enjoy and enter
into the true spirit of rockelimbing and mountaineering.
But for those who enjoy grappling with physical difficul-
ties and, in particular, with the unequalled feeling of
elation following success, rockclimbing is a most enjoyable
sport. llountaineering, which is only met with on a small
scale in England, is ideal for those who enjoy exercise
and exploration.

For one who has never been to the ILake District be-
fore the journey by road after Kendal was exciting enough
on a sunny Sunday afternoon, but the arrival at the foot
of Scarth Gap Pass with the orange sun dipping into Butter-
mere was quite awe-inspiring.

By the time I reached the top of Scarth Gap with a
heavy pack on my back and all the extra clothes necessary
when motoreycling 280 miles into a north wind, I began to
consider the possibility of sleeping the night out on the
rocks. Ify chief source of light was now the moon and I
had not the least idea how far I had to go to the Youth
Hostel where the party was staying. However, twenty
minutes later I was considerably relieved to see an old
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stone forester's hut, which proved to be the Youth Hostel,
appear out of the foothills of Ennerdale.

Over a good hot meal, I heard with envy how Nape's
Needle had been conquered that day, and the Arrowhead
Aréte also climbed. The rest of the party consisted of
three other I.C. men, one of whom had unfortunately to
leave the next day, and a member of the New Zealand Al-
pine Club, whom we were very fortunate to have with us.
They seemed to have found Nape's Needle quite difficult
and I certainly was disappointed not to have had the op-
portunity of climbing it myself. However, it is not a
very difficult climb, but has one very exposed pitch.

Our enjoyment of the meet must, to some extent, be
attributed to the marvellous weather we were fortumate
enough to have. Honday woke us without a cloud in the
sky and I was able to see at its best the wild country I
had stumbled into the night before.

One of the party had to go into Keswick to get
another rope, so the three of us went off down Ennerdale
towards Pillar Rock. Here we spent the day doing several
short practice climbs, mostly in rubbers because the rock
was so dry.

It was decided that the next day should be spent
going over to Scafell, going up the Pike and perhaps
doing a short climb if time and energy permitted. Again
it was a clear sunny day, but really warm this time, and,
when we got to the foot of the Pike and stood on the
large cairn on the summit, I personally felt like 'Stout
Cortez' - the whole of the countryside within a radius of
thirty miles or more was laid before us like a map. The
sea could be clearly seen and made the coastline stand
out in relief as it filled the estuary north of Barrow-
in-Furness; the sun shone on the roofs of that smoky



town and showed us where the sea came inland further south
in lorecambe Bay.

After lunch, after rather too much discussion, we de-
cided against climbing Scawfell Pinnacle so late in the
afternoon as we had intended, and had to be content with
a short climb on the other side of the mountain. Before
doing this though, we had the pleasure of surveying the
notorious Central Buttress climb, reputed to be the most
severe one in the country.

We descended a large part of the way down to Wasdale
Head on screes. This is one of the most enjoyable parts
of mountaineering; you tear down the mountainside at
twice the ordinary rate, being careful not to pitch for-
ward, nor to go so fast that you cannot stop when larger
pieces or rock are reached. Continuous concentration is
also necessary to prevent ankles from turning over. This
particular scree was not so good as some on Gable, but we
arrived at a farm in Wasdale Head, feeling very hungzry
having descended nearly three thousand feet. After a
large tea, we stumbled back over Black Sail Pass and ar-
rived at the Hostel in the dark about two hours later.

Wednesday again was a glare of warm sunshine and we
decided to ¢limb on Great Gable. So we made for the
southern side of the mountain, selecting the licedle
Aréte for the first climb. This is only classified as
difficult; it leaves the lNeedle well below it after the
first two pitches and has some quite pleasantly sheer
drops of three or four hundred feet on the Wasdale side.
We climbed four on one rope, the pitches being quite
short.

After completing this, we glissaded down a scree to
the foot of Chantry Buttress, not too pleasant a descent

in rubbers. Here we had the pleasure of meeting some



Fere and Rock

distinguished members of the Reek-endFel: climbing Club,
who made the ascent in front of us. We climbed two on
each rope.

That evening there were only two members of the party
left, and we were the only visitors in the hut. Next day,
our last, again brilliant sunshine but a very bitter wind,
we started off at 9 o'clock for Pillar Rock going by the
lower route. This was certainly, as far as I was concerned,
the best day of the lot. Keeping round to the west side
of the Rock, we ascended a semi snow-filled gully, which
had to be abandoned half way up. With the aid of the
guidebook, we eventually found the foot of the New West
climb and began the ascent in rubbers. The climb is a
delightfully varied one, having two traverses, several
chimneys, and slabs, and, I think, two arétes. One of
the traverses is notoriously exposed and has very low
handholds; it is followed by a tricky chimney. We found
this eclimb very good for practising rope work, the belays
sometimes being difficult and it being necessary to
change positions at the end of a pitch under rather awk-
ward conditions.

Pillar is one of the few rocks that cannot be ascended
without c¢limbing, so we descended High llan by the VWest Jor-
dan Gap, and climbed up onto Pisgah, a short climb, but
needing some bold steps and tricky balance. During lunch,
we had the pleasure of watching another pair of climbers
ascend the Nlew West. The afternoon was spent in doing some
of the shorter climbs on High llan.

Next evening saw me down south of London again, feeling
very fit and pleased with myself. I had spent a holiday,
every moment of which I had enjoyed, because of a sport I
might never have considered had T not been at the I.C. I
had, too, that delightful feeling of having really accom-—
plished something. M. B.
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President:~ D.F. Ashby. Secretary:~- S.L.S. Thomas.

The first Phoenix for the year included the following
paragraph in a report of lountaineering Club activities:

"We heartily invite all who have any in-

clination towards mountaineering or ski-racing

to get into touch with us, however diffident

they may feel of their abilities, and so help

the club to promote good fellowship in the Col-

lege through the love of mountains. In the

attainment of this ideal, we are conscious of

a particular debt of gratitude to many members
of the Staff.n

During the year, the Club was fortunate in obtaining
permission to use Brackenclose and Helyg, and meets at
these centres were supported by a large number of enthu-
siastic members. Five Sunday meets were held at Harrison
Rocks by permission of Hr., A. Turner. Several prominent

mountaineers honoured the Club with an account of their
~ experiences. A particularly vivid account of the diffi-
culties encounted on the south face of Ushba was given by
Ur. J.R. Jenkins of the Oxford University llountaineering
Club. He encountered even greater difficulties in dealing
with the Caucasians, where the moral code left much to be
desired apparently. |

The secretary concludes a report of the activities
for the year with the paragraph:

"I feel that we should congratulate lir. A.
King on his enterprise in arranging a scientific
expedition to sub-arctic regions. Several mem-
bers of the Club, including Dr. Scott-Russell
and the President, are taking part, and valuable
observations on life in these areas are being
made."

-In addition to the Jan Meyen Ixpedition, made in
the long vacation of 1938, the successful Finmmark Scienti-
fic Ixpedition was also undertaken. A party of six, led
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R.E. Rattle of llagdalen College, Oxford, spent eight weeks
in the vicinity of Kunes, Laksfiord, Fimnmark. During the
course of the expedition, iessrs. llilverton and Rattle went
up the river Tana to visit Karasjok, the Lapp capital,
climbing Rastigaissa (3629 ft.) en route, the highest moun-
tain in the region, and being the first Englishmen to do
So. An account of the expedition is published in the
Phoenix for November 1938,

The following is a reprint of the account of the Jan
lleyen expedition, printed in Phoenix, December 1938.
Another account is given by R. Scott Russell in his book
"llountain Prospect", a fine book written in a Japanese
prison camp. The author's best way of ensuring against
mental inactivity was to recall in detail the memories of
his mountain explorations, an activity far removed from
his confinement.
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Phoenix, December 1938.

Imperial College Bxpedition to Jan ilayen, 193%8.

For several years the possibility of sending out an
expedition from the College to some arctic region has been
discussed and much work done in selecting a suitable area
which offered important geological and biological problems.
The Island of Jan layen was thus chosen essentially because
of its scientific possibilities and its reasonable accessi-
bility.

Jan llayen is situated in the Greenland Sea 250 miles
East of Greenland and 300 miles North of Iceland; it may
have been used by the Vikings as a halting place on their
journeys between llorway and Greenland. At the beginning
of the seventeenth century when the Dutch and Znglish were
rivals in the arctic whaling grounds, the Island was Dro-
bably discovered independently by several ships, but, owing
to economic considerations, the secret of its existence was
guarded. Several names have therefore been put forward as
discoverer of Jan llayen, the most famous of which is that
of Hudson, but credit is now generally given to Jan
Jacobsz llay, who landed there in the year 1614 and after
whom the Island is mamed.

By 1619 Jan layen had become a thriving whaling
station with vats built on the shore for the boiling down
of blubber. Some remains of the Dutch factory are still
to be seen on the Island. In the winter of 1633-34 4
party was left on the Island to guard the Dutch possessions
from the IEnglish, but all perished of scurvy before the
spring.

With the decay of whaling in the arctic, Jan liayen
became once more deserted, visited only by a few curious
travellers who reported volcanic eruptions or brought
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back fantastic accounts of the height and shape of its
dominating mountain, the Beerenberg. The most famous of
these visits is recorded in Lord Dufferin's classic
"Letters from High latitudes" in which there is also an
impressionistic drawing of the Beerenberg's summit seen
through a gap in the clouds, as it were in the zenith.

During the polar year 1882 -~ &3, an Austrain party
wintered on Jan liayen, carrying out magnetic and meteoro-
logical work and constructing a map which has since re-
ceived only a few minor corrections from later explorers.
We found this map very unsatisfactory, especially at the
extremities of the Island where it became quite useless.
Scientific expeditions to Jan Klayen have been infrequent
and, with the exception of J.il. Wordie's short expedition
in 1921 and C.J. Bird's visit in 1935, there has been very
little systematic work.

In 1921 the Horwegian government established a wire-
less station on Jan Hayen. The Island, situated to the
North of Iceland, is in a region in which much of Europe's
weather develops. Weather reports from Jan llayen are thus
very dimportant, especially to HNorway, whose fishing fleet
is off the Lofotens in winter and vulnerable to storms
from the North-West. It is unlikely that Jan Mayen will
be of use for any other purpose since it is devoide of
economic minerals, has no harbours and could not be'made
to yield any crop.

Sufficient funds being available, it was decided to
send an expedition during the present year and the fol-
Jowing were chosen as members:-

Alexander King {R.C.S.) Leader, chemist and physicist.

R. Scott Russell (R.C.S.) Deputy leader and in charge
of botanical work.

D.F. Westwood (R.C.5.) Botanist.

P.5. Wellington (R.C.5.) DBotanist.



D.F. Ashby (R.C.S.) Geologist.
W.H., Ward {C. and G.) Surveyor.
J.i. Willcox (lliddlesex Hospital) Doctor and Orni-

) thologist.,
0.R. Seligman (Caius College, Cambridge) Ornithologist.
J.N. Jennings (St. Catherine's College,

Cambridée.{ Glaciologist.
S.R. Nutman (University College, Ixeter) MNarine Biolo-
gist.

The party left London on the 25th of June and pro-
ceeded to TromsB where the expedition ship, the "Fortuna",
was joined.

Favourable winds brought us to Jan llayen in four and
~a half days. Our first sight of the Beerenberg was not
unlike Lord Dufferin's vision except that the summit ap-
peared dazzling white in a blue sky, the rest of the Island
being concealed behind a lambent mist. We carried with us
the new wireless operators - they are relieved once a year
- and so we cast anchor off the wireless station in the
central part of the Island. Calm weather favoured the lan-
ding of our goods, which was difficult enought on the steep
beach of volcanic sand, completely lacking in any sort of
shelter. A base camp was quickly established beside a large
patch of melting snow as water supply. Water is one of the
problems of life on this wet, but excessively porous Island.
Ve transformed an old Austrian hut into a laboratory;
calor gas was used for heating and it was possible to carry
out normel scientific work with reasonable efficiency.

4 few days later a botany camp was established a few
miles away in one of the few vegetated valleys of the
Island. A sealing hut on the other side was also much used
during the latter half of our visit.

Jan llayen is about thirty-five miles long and, in
spite of its completely volcanic nature, is divided into
three distinct parts. The central part where the wireless



station is situated is as narrow as two miles across in
one place and consists of many large lave flows and vol-
canic sand deserts; there is practically no vegetation.
There are a number of long beaches of dark volcanic sand
mixed with shining crystals of olivine and strewn with
driftwood from the great rivers of arctic Siberia. In
this region, also, there are two lagoons, fresh water lakes
separated from the sea by narrow sand bars. Vithin a mile
of the wireless station Egg Bluff rises 500 ft. sheer from
the sea. On the top of this prominent c¢liff there are a
series of steam blows to remind one of the Island's vol-
canic past. During the earthquakes of Autumn, 1935, large
portions of Egg Bluff fell into the sea.

The Southern portion of Jan llayen to which we made
several expeditions, is seldom free from mists for more
than a few hours at a time and, even when clear, is a dark
forbidding country quite devoid of any colour. It consists
of a mass of irregularly placed peaks and volcanic craters
of rugged outline, rising to nearly 3,000 feet. In most
places it falls steeply into the sea, although there are a
few bays, especially to the South West. Here and throughout
the Island there are frequent c¢liff falls, the volcanic rock
being everywhere unsafe. Transport over this irregular and
crumbling country is excessively slow and exhausting, there
being no regular valley systems; progress has to be made
up and down over innumerable loose screes which look for all
the world like gigantic heaps of uncemented ashes.

The Northern portion of Jan llayen is occupied entirely
by the Beerenberg, its ice fields and glaciers. This moun-
tain which rises 7,680 feet out of the sea is one of the
world's most impressive volcanoes; it dominates the view
from practically every part of the Island and is visible
more than 100 miles off at sea.
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The most remarkable feature of the Beerenberg is its
ice-filled crater which our surveyor established to be a
mile wide and which forms the neve of the Weyprecht
glacier. On the Northern side of the crater this glacier
passes through a huge gash, walled by sheer rock faces,
and descends by an almost continuous series of icefalls to
the sea. The highest peak across the glacier is the second
sumnit (Northeast Peak). These two peaks are joined by the
crater rim, a serrated horseshoe ridge two and a half miles
long. The Beerenberg was first ascended by llr. J.l. Wordie
during his 1921 expedition. Climbing parties of the
Imperial College expedition ascended the Northwest Peak
twice and the hitherto unclimbed Northeast Peak once.

Seven members of the expedition took part in one or more of
the climbs,

It was important that we should climb the mountain as
soon after arrival as possible as we had an apparatus for
cosmic ray investigation which had to be exposed on the
summit for as long a time as possible. OQur first climb was
+e made on the 12-13 July from the botany camp near the
South Glacier. Crossing the lateral moraine we reached the
South Glacier at a height of 800 feet. In front of us the
glacier rose gradually to 5,000 feet whence steep slopes
led to the crater rim. To the East the upper slopes looked
forbidding with two rock ribs overhanging with threatening
shelves of ice; to the West an easier ridge seemed to
offer a satisfactory route. After a few hours tedious
march up the glacier we reached a rock outcrop beneath the
steeper slopes and halted for a meal. Here we made the
discover that our sugar and raisins had been left behind,
but we proceeded hungrily to devour sardines and army emer-
gency rations. Conditions on the upper part of the mountain
were becoming progressively worse. Thick mist made route
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finding difficult and the snow was treacherous and soft

so that we sank in above the knees. Great care had to be
taken on the broken slopes owing to dangerous and concealed
crevasses. onow was falling when we reached the summit.
The cosmic ray apparatus was deposited and we descended in
worsening snow conditions, reaching the camp in heavy rain
after a climb of eighteen hours duration.

To recover the apparatus we again ascended the peak
towards the end of our stay on Jan llayen. This time we
started from the base camp and followed a route well to the
Jest of the badly crevassed South Glacier. A heavy blanket
of cloud lay on the lower slopes, but above 2,500 feet the
mountain rose clear of the mist and the weather was sunny
and windless. It was now so late in the season that the
sun was below the horizon at midnight; at sunrise, the
great ocean of cloud stretching uninterrupted to the horizon
was of a texture and colour never seen in temperate regions.
Snow conditions were perfect during this climb.

~In the interval between these two ascents we planned a
visit to the almost unknown north-east extremity of Jan
llayen — an expedition expected to last some six days, during
which time we hoped to complete the circuit of the Beeren-
berg. Very little information was available as to the con-
ditions we should expect. Our aims were very varied;
glaciological, botanical and ornithological records were to
be made and a sketch map prepared. There was also a possi-
bility that we should find the figurehead left by Lord
Dufferin in 1856 and, if weather permitted, we hoped to
climb the Northeast Peak. Accordingly, a party consisting
of King, Russell, Jennings, Ward and Seligman set out.

The greater part of the coastline consists of cliffs as
high as 2,000 feet and nearly always unclimbable. Along
the South coast progress was easy above the cliffs on
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gentle slopes which are, botanically, the richest in the
Island. As no such route was possible on the steeper East
coast, we scrambled down gullys of loose rock to the shore
and followed the narrow beach. The threat of rock-falls
made us hurry past the steeper c¢liffs and in some places
stones fell almost continuously. From the ice edge, just
visible beneath the clouds, many glaciers descended in dis-
torted ice falls to the sea between cliffs shattered into
fantastic shapes.

At Clandeboy Creek, no trace of the famous figurehead
was to be found. In all probability a rock fall carried
it off decades ago.

We reached the flatter country at the Horth Fast of
the Island after 14 hours hard going and spent the next
day in examining this section under unfavourable weather
conditions. As weather in these parts is most uncertain,
it was decided that Russell and Jennings should attempt to
complete the circuit of the mountain and that the others
should therefore return to the base as quickly as possible
so that the remaining food could be left to enable the
climbers to await favourable weather.

The return journey of King, Seligman and Ward was ex-
tremely unpleasant. They had to wade in the surf under
the walls of glaciers just about to calve, were seriously
threatened by rock falls and, after climbing the gully to
the top of the cliffs had to strike home by compass over
difficult country in & very thick mist.

Russell and Jennings .were fortunate in the weather
conditions and managed the ascent of the Hortheast Peak.
The main problem here was to find a way up the cliffs, but
eventually a satisfactory route was found in a steep snow
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couloir, two miles west of their camp. Above the cliffs

an ascent was made to an easy ridge commanding a fine view
of the North face. 3,000 feet above, the Weyprecht glacier
poured out from the crater and fell to the sea in a wvast
icefall. Lower down the angle of the glacier was certainly
less steep, but almost everywhere the ice was riven into
innumerable pinnacles and chasms. TFrom the end of the
glacier, washed by the sea, a flotilla of small icebergs
drifted slowly with the tide. Iast of the upper ice-falls
rose steep rock faces capped by the graceful conical sum-
mit of the Northeast Peak. Finally after a long, ascending
traverse on fairly steep snow, the summit was reached.
Descent was without incident.

The most difficult part of the circuit wasstill be-
fore them. TFood was limited and it was important to cross
the Vleyprecht in fine weather. A few hours after the as-
cent of the Hortheast peak, the weather showed signs of
breaking, so Russell and Jennings decided to push on at
once although it was already late afternoon. By 10.30
p.m., the Weyprecht Glacier was reached a few hundred feet
above sea level. The surface was very broken and much
step-cutting was necessary. Frequent retreats had to be
made as the surface was convex and only a short distance
ahead could be seen. A few hours later, the easy slopes
beyond the glacier were reached and the tent pitched.

Next day base camp was regained after a long, monotonous
march.

A word should be said about Jan llayen weather. The
wireless operators tried to persuade us that last summer
had been an exceptionally good one and, according to
Island standards, this was probably true. Ilevertheless,



conditions were such as to make camp life uncomfortable.
During the last three weeks of July there was almost con-
tinual mist at the base camp, broken only be fierce gales
and heavy rain. The first half of August saw some improve-
ment but a glimpse of the sun was always an exciting excep-
tion. One night we went to bed in a thunderstorm of al-
most tropical intensity and were wakened in the morning
by an earthquake. Towards the end of August we had a hur-
ricane of 48 hours duration during which time our tents
collapsed, their poles brolken like matchsticks. Stoxrms of
volcanic sand are common and unpleasant features of Jan
Ileyen life; ships several miles out at sea often collect
inches of this sand on their decks.

At the end of August, when the PolarbjBrn came to re-
lieve us, the sea was so high on our side of the Island
as to make anythought of embarkation impossible, and we
knew well that it might be three weeks before it subsided.
Accordingly we had to carry all our apparatus and equipment
to the weight of almost 2 tons right across the Island to
the more sheltered South Vest coast, where we managed %o
get aboard. After carrying the heaviest of packs for
three days we regarded the voyage to lorway as a rest cure.

By far the largest proportion of our time was occupied
in carrying out the scientific programmes. Our surveyor,
Ward, was the least fortunate of the party. Weather con-
ditions were far from ideal for surveying, but he made
detailed maps in co-operation with the glaciological and
botanical work, established the height of the Beerenberg
as 7680 ft., measured its crater and made many corrections
to the map. Ashby completed a geological map of the central
part of the Island on a 1:25000 scale. He concludes that
Jan llayen originated entirely by volcanic processes since



the main glacial retreat. A feature of considerabl in-
terest is the discovery of inclusions of crystalline rocks
in some of the lavas and ashes. It is hoped that these
will yield evidence relating to the formation of crystals
in lavas. J.l. Jennings studied the glaciers of the
Island with detailed work on the retreating South Glacier.

Scott Russell, assisted by VWestwood and Vellington,
carried out an ambitious botanical programme. Ixtensive
collections of flowering plants, mosses and licheis were
made and the herbarium lodged with the British luseum.
ifany of the species had not previously been recorded on
the Island, and one appears to be new to science. Collec-
ting was, however, not by any means the most important
part of the botanical work. Several physiological prob-
lems were investigated, especially the effect of the con-
tinuous daylight of the arctic swmmer on growth processes.
For this purpose much elaborate apparatus was required, a
fact firmly impressed on those who acted as porters for
the botanists. In addition, ecological surveys accompanied
by soil analyses were carried out.

Ornithological work was done by Seligman and Willcox,
but the bird life of the Island was so fascinating that we
all became bird watchers before the end of the expedition.
S.R. Hutman studied plankton variation with environmental
factors as well as the flora and fauna of the shore, the
lagoons and various lakes of the interior.

Apart from this work described above, magnetic
measurements were mede, cosmic ray records taken from the
summit of the Beerenberg, insects collected and bacterio-
logical plates exposed.

This is the first expedition to the Arctic to go out
from the University of London. V\le had hoped that by taking
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a party of this size, fully provisioned and thus not
wasting time trying to live off the country, to be able
to accomplish during the short arctic summer more work of
scientific importance than can be done by a smaller win-
tering party. We feel that our results have justified
this policy.

The expedition was made vpossible by generous contri-
butions from the administrators of the Leverhulme Research
Fellowships, the central research fund of the University
of London and the Imperial College Union, and we would
like to take this opportunity of expressing our thanks.
Ve are also very grateful to many manufacturers who sup-
plied us with provisions either free or at reduced cost.
Special thanks are due to the Rector of the Imperial Col-
lege, Sir Henry Tizard, for his advice and encouragement,
to many professors of the College, to Dr. Adolf Hoel of
the llorges Svalbard og Ishavs-UndersBkelser and Mr. P.
Thrane of the Vaervarslingen for Nord-ilorge, who arranged
our transport, and finally to Illr. G. Blackman, who under-
took the thankless job of secretary to the expedition.

A.K,
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Phoenix, November 1938.

Fell-Walking.

"An age of increasing pace" is the verdict of in-
numerable writers on the time in which we live, and per-
haps in no sphere has man's development been more remark-
able than in his attitude to mountains. In 1750 a moun-
tain was an unnecessary protuberance on the earth's sur-
face, barren, desolate, useless to humanity and a bugbear
to commerce. Mot till 1800 were the earliest of the pio-
ncers penetrating into such forgotten tracts, professedly
to learned ends. They returned to civilization with a
few scientific spoils and exaggerated descriptions of the
hazards of their travels. But by 1900 the elders of the
Alpine Club and the popular writings of Whymper had given
to the mountains a new and unprecedented role as the home
of sport and adventure. An in 1938 we find ourselves in
an era in which the dangers of mountain travel are con-—
quered and even scorned, in which not merely the easiest
route up the most difficult peak, but the most difficult,
is the goal of attainment.

S0 rapid has been the advance in this respect that
the typically English pastime, fell-walking, has become a
philosophy and not a sport. In the 1860's and 'T70's, when
innumerable guide-books to the English Lakes were being
published, in which the ascent of Great Gable from Sty
Head was considered the province only of the athletic
male, the fell-wallker might regard his pursuit as something
of a physical art; but nowadays, when the Snowdon Horse-
shoe ridgé is "just a walk", he takes refuge in other
justifications of his accomplishments., Ievertheless,



pleasure is not only to be sought in the forefront of
progress; and while some bivouac on the Ziger Nordwand or
drive their pitons into the overhangs of Bavaria, others
will still seek enjoyment among the hills and wvalley of
Britain, and find the greatest philosophic peace.

Indeed, the incentive to this modern pastime, moun-
taineering, may be regarded as double. It is compounded
of the urge for adventure and for superficial thrills
and the need of philosophic escape from the distractions
of city life. That the latter is the more important com-
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ponent appears probable, since the growth of mountaineering

has been coincident with the growth of large industrial
communities: at any rate, few will deny that it is the
higher aim. In fell-walking, the former feature is ab-
sent, but the latter is at its highest. For the thrills
of mountain technique arise largely from the dangers by
which the climber is surrounded, and the greater these
dangers the more difficult it is to maintain the peace of
mind necessary for the true appreciation of the scenery.
The Chinese have a term, to "ling-lueh", meaning approxi-
mately to "accept into the understanding". This process
which requires perfect mental ease, is the essence of the
fell-walker's philosophy.

The process of overcoming the nervous horror with

which mountains were universally regarded up to the end of

the eighteenth century has been a gradual one. As an
example of the early attitude, take Joseph Cradock's des-
cription in 1777 of the Pass of Aberglaslyn:

"How shall I express my feelings! The dark, tremen-
dous precipices, the rapid river roaring over disjointed

rocks, black caverns, and issuing cataracts; all serve to



make this the noblest example of the Finely Horrid the eye
can possibly behold: the Poet hath not described, nor the
Painter pictured so gloomy a retreat, 'tis the last Approach
to the mansion of Pluto through the regions of Despair."

At this time the exploration of the British highlands
was the province only of the heroic pioneer. "A stream of
stones", wrote Pennant in 1783, "each of monstrous size,
points towards the Cwm (Idwal); and are to be clambered
over by those only, who possess a degree of bodily activity,
as well as strength of head to bear the sight of the dread-
ful hollows frequent beneath them."

liuch quaint advice was offered to the early travellers.
Thus, Hutton, the historian, in 1799. "In ascending, if a
man falls, it must be upon his hands, which I did several
times; if in descending, upon his back or rather his
right side, which I did once."

Yet Pennant himself had at times heard the call of the
mountain scene. He was now and then learning to appreciate
that its grandeur can be beautiful, not awful. For ins-
tance, take his description of the descent of Snowdon in
1784 :

"A vast mist enveloped the circuit of the mountain.

The prospect down was horrible. It gave an idea of numbers
of abysses, concealed by a thick smoke, furiously circu-
lating around us. Very often a gust of wind formed an
opening in the clouds, which gave a fine and distinct

vist a of lake and valley. Sometimes they opened only in
one place; at others, in many at once, exhibiting a strange
and most perplexing sight of water, fields, rocks, or
chasms, in fifty different places. They then closed at
once, and left us involved in darkness; in a small time
they would separate again, and fly in wild eddies round the
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middle of the mountains, and expose, in parts, both tops
and bases clear to our view. We descended from this
various scene with great reluctance; but before we reached
our horses, a thunderstorm overtook us. Its rolling among
the mountains was inexpressively awful, the rain uncommonly
heavy. We remounted our horses, and gained the bottom with
great hazard. The little rills, which on our ascent trick-
led along the gullies on the sides of the mountain, were
now swelled into torrents; and we and our steeds passed
with the utmost risque of being swept away by these sudden
waters. At length we arrived safe, yet sufficiently wet
and weary, to our former quarters."

Forty years after this was written, men were beginning
to walk in the hills, not as pioneers, but as pleasure-
seekers., The Rev. G.J. Freeman, in 1824, expressed the
growing spirit.

"It was Sunday; and our manner of passing that day
was unusual to both of us; yet we were conscious of offer-
in a silent worship, the depth and fervency of which is un-
known to the church-goers of the peaceful plains of Eng-
land."

By 1650, the advent of the railway with its speedy,
cheap travel, had brought these experiences within the
reach of many. Snowdonia and the Lakes were beginning to
be thronged with tourists. George Borrow, at this time,
thus described the scene on starting an ascent of Snowdon:

“"We were far from being the only visitors to the hill
this day: groups of people, or single individuals, might
be seen going up or descending the path as far as the eye
could reach."



Today the enjoyment of fell-walking is widely appre-
ciated and understood. British hills have, in fact, pro-
vided solace for many successive generations of inglish-
men. Their unchanging quality is perhaps their greatest
delight. Between two visits to the hills, no matter how
distracting or absorbing the urban occupations of a man
may be, he will find an identical peace. The effect is sud-
den and complete. Perhaps in the morning he will be board-
ing a train, his mind a chaotic whirl of impressions and
problems of work, of philosophy, of love: and in the
evening "stretching his legs™ up one of the smaller peaks,
with that mental chaos only a memory in the background.

In a week his whole attitude has changed. Complexity has
given place to simplicity. In the long hours of tramping,
in which his mind has occupied itself only with simple
thoughts, each subject of his acquaintance has found its
pigeon-hole, and order has emerged from confusion.

For, on the hills, his problems are few, and his
pleasures many. The clouds he watches with the eye of an
artist; mnot anxiously, anticipating the future they fore-
tell. His route is obvious and simple, and reguires little
study; his rests are taken when and wherever he wills,
and rests mean much to him, for in them he smokes his pipe,
he philosophizes, he "ling-luehs" the scene.

llany have trodden the mountain ways, and in the future
many more will tread them., Those of us who know them, are
thanlkful for their joys.

i,
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President:~- ZIE.W.X. Valton. secretary:- C.B. Snodgrass.

A New Year meet was held at Wasdale. TFavourable
weather, deep snow and a full moon all contributed to the
success of the meet. Several interesting climbs were made
under very severe winter conditions. The Easter meet was
held at Helyg from 30th March until 6th April.

Lectures were given on llovember 8th by J.T. Holloway,
who described the exploration of the 0livine Alps in Hew
Zealand, and on November 29th by C.W.F. lloyce, president
of Cambridge University liountaineering Club, on climbing
in the Alps. During the winter term, A. Stevenson delivered
an exceedingly interesting lecture to the club on the
British Graham Land Expedition of 1934 - 37. The annual
dinner was held in the Upper Dining Hall, where the guest
of honour was Professor P.G.H. Boswell, The toast of the
club was proposed by the Rector, Sir Henry Tizard.

Rock climbing activity in North Vales between the two
wars is reviewed in a chapter, written by H.E. Kretschmer,
in the 2nd Edition of Carr and Lister's book, "The lioun-
tains of Snowdonia'. Vhile pointing out that among under-
graduate climbers it was those of the northern universities
that particularly flourished, he remarks that some from
the south, "notably the Imperial College Club", became
very active.

\When the I.C.l.C., was formed, there had been discus-
sion of formation of a University Club, but the matter was
dropped owing to lack of support. The matter was revived
in 1939 at I.C. and, as the result of a decision taken at
a general meeting of the club, a committee consisting of
B.W.X. Valton, Professor G.I. Finch, C.B. Snodgrass and
R. Scott Russell, was set up to investigate the matter.



The committee communicated its ideas to the Academic Regis-
trar in a letter dated 26th February 1939, and Snodgrass
subsequently discussed the matter with lir. S. Worsly. 1In
liay, other colleges and schools of the University were cir-
culated and any members interested were invited to an in-
formal dinner at Imperial College on llay 15th. Among those
present were Professor G.I. Finch, lir. Geoffrey VWinthrop
Young and Professor Chorley. After several speeches had
been made stressing the desirability of such a club, a
committee was set up consisting of:-

Professor R.S5.T. Chorley. L.S.E.

Ilichael Vood. iiddx. Hospital.

C.B. Snodgrass. o065

Basil Johnson. K.C.L.

oW, Lipp. (USRS

G.J. Freeman. School of Tropical
Hygiene.

John Avering. London Hospital.

to explore the possibility of forming a University of Lon-
don llountaineering Club. After some deliberation, it was
unanimously decided that there was enough support to found
the club in the near future. The suggestion was put for-
ward to the general assembly and it was carried unanimousy
that the club should be formed. Dr. R. Scott Russell pro-
posed that the above committee be elected and then pro-
posed that ir. G. Winthrop Young, Professor G.I. Finch,
Professor R.S.T. Chorley and Professor van Hayak be elec-
ted foundation vice-presidents. This was also carried un-
animously. The committee was empowered to co-opt any mem-
bers and it was asked to investigate the possibility of an
inaugural meet in the Long Vacation. A discussion arose
as to whether membership should be open to men only and



varying opinions were voiced. The meeting was then closed
by Professor Chorley who thanked Imperial College loun~
taineering Club for its hospitality and complimented it on
its initiative. The outbreak of war prevented further
activity and the matter was in abeyance until after the
cessation of hostilities in 1945,

1933 - 40.

President:- (C.B. Snodgrass,

1240 - 43.

President:- (. Reid. Secretary:~ W, Gilpin.

As usual, meets were held during the Christmas and the
FBaster vacation and, on both Occasions, were in Ni. Wales
at Helyg and Idwal respectively. In addition, a highly
successful meet was organised on Whitsunday, when the rocks
were dry and the weather was warm. The President led paxr-
ties on the East face of Iryfan, where several climbs were
done on the Terrace Wall and an ascent of the 'lunich
Climb' was made.

Throughout term, meets were held regularly at Stone
Farm and Harrison Rocks and, during summer term, a week-
end's camping was enjoyed by six members at Groombridge.

A meet was organised in conjunction with the lianchester
University liountaineering Club at Stanage. The only in-
door activities were two lectures by Professor Finch, one
on "Snoweraft" and one on "Alpine Climbing".

1941 - 42,

ot B S et Yt e

President:- W. Davigs,

Having lost at the end of the previous year the keen
nucleus that had been both committee and club, it seemed



that the year would be difficult. However, successful
meets were organised during both the Christmas and the
Faster vacations at Idwal,

00 it B bt Sy s o it Bt

President:-

1943 - 44,

s Yot ot e St ot Yo g

President:- sSecretary: A, L. Levy.

Several successful camps were held at week-ends at
Harrison Rocks. TIn the Christmas and Faster vacations in
North Wales. During the Summer, two parties went to the
Lake District at different times for gbout three weeks
each.

It was during this Session that the "Half-fares" re-
fund for Harrison Roclk meets was brought into operation
and, in a letter dated 29th lfarch 1944, the secretary of
the I.C.U.C.C. says that "in addition to Harrison Rocks
meetings, fare refunds may be made for all organised club
outings in term time", but that fare expenses in excess of
10/- must first have the approval of the chairman and the
committee before being incurred.
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Phoenix, June 1943,

ATIIING HIGH.

A Himalayan Mountaineering Expedition.

What is the idea of climbing mountains? It is not S0
easy to explain it to somebody who is not affected himself
by this disease. Some will say that it is good for you,
because it takes you away from the towns and from civili-
sation and brings you back to nature; others will claim it
to be good physical exercise and a good school of character.
Still others will think a lot of climbing, because it gives
you the opportunity of striving at something other than
noney and position, of fighting the forces of nature in-
stead of your neighbours.

Whatever view we take, one thing remains certain; it
is a good to climb! The steeper the climb is, the harder,
the higher it takes you, the better! A serious mountaineer—
ing expedition, having as its objective a high, hitherto
unclimbed peak, is one of the finest experiences there are.
lfonths, and sometimes even years, of planning and prepara-
tion are behind you; for weeks on end you live away from
human habitation, you struggle hard with only one aim be-
fore your eyes - the Top. overything else is subdued to
this aim, which in itself is nothing more than a mathematical
point. You have set your mind on getting there, to this
very point of the earth's crust, just because it is so re-
mote and difficult of access, just because the ides of get-
ting there is so absurd. Yes, absurd is the word! A
feeling of absurdity is the one that occurs to me while
clinging on to a small hold amidst a steep, rock wall, or
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standing in footsteps I have just cut with my ice-axe in a
slope with a drop of many hundred feet below.

But surely, the reader will butt in here, mountaineering
conceived like this is an absurd and senseless pursuit! That
may well be, but so is any other human pursuit if considered
from a sufficiently high viewpoint. It is only a matter of
the scale you apply to it. You may well shrug your shoulders,
but unless you have tried climbing for yourself, you do not
know what you are shrugging your shoulders at; so let's
leave it at that.

-=00000~-~

In April, 1939, four climbers, set out on a Himalayan
Expedition. All of them were Polish, all came from Varsaw
and - by some peculiar arrangement of fate - all were
liechanical Engineers by profession. The eldest was 42, the
youngest 29, and the years of their mountaineering experience
totalled over 50. Its objective was llanda Devi, the most
orominent mountain of the Central Himaelaya. The Goddess
llanda, = for such is the meaning of this name - has twin
sumnits in the shape of magnificent rocky pyramids plastered
with ice and snow. The lest Peak, the higher of the two
(c. 25,000 ft.) was climbed in 1936 by 0dell and Tilman;
the Dast Peak (24,390 ft.) had never been climbed before.

Bombay, Kathgodam and Almora, a small hill town in
the United Provinces, India, were the stations on a journey
by boat, rail and road. From Almora the approach march
proper began over 120 miles of tracks and paths of the
Himalayan foothills. All the luggage of the expedition,
amounting to two and a half tons, was carried by coolies -
seventy of them. There were also six high-altitude porters,
whose task was to begin higher up, on the mountain proper.
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These high-altitude porters came from the borders of Nepal
and Tibet and belonged to the sherpa tribe. They were
splendid fellows, these Sherpas; small, sturdy and cheer-
ful, always ready for work and for a Jjoke. Carrying a
load of forty pounds at an altitude of 21,000 to 23,000
feet was no joke, but really heavy work. They did this
work spendidly.

After an eleven-day march, the caravan arrived at its
destination, the highest meadow in one of the tributary
valleys of the Goriganga river. Here, at an altitude of
14,000 feet, the base campé was established. The coolies
were discharged and the expedition could now set to its
task proper. The summit of Handa Devi Zast was at & dis-
tance of 3 miles from the base camp and 10,000 ft. higher
but first a col 19,000 ft. high had to be climbed and then
a ridge 2 miles long followed up to the summit. This does
not sound much, but five weeks were needed to cover this
distance.

\lhy so slow? The mountain was none too easy for one
thing. Besides, it was too big to allow for the use of
rush tactics: siege tactics had to be used. This meant
erecting a number of camps at distances which could con-
veniently be covered in a day when going upwards, even
under the worst snow and weather conditions. Tach camp
consisted of a tent or two and was supplied with a small
store of food and fuel. Tive camps were needed on our
mountain, not including the base camp.

In the early period of the ascent the expedition
worked in two teams; the advance party and the supply
party. Those in the advence party went ahead, finding
the route, tracking in snow, cutting steps in ice; in
places they had to safeguard steep and crumbling rocks by



fixing ropes to assist the heavily laden supply party.
These had less excitement; their part was a heavy and
monotonous trudge, up and down, bringing in relays all
the necessary loads. The record number of such repeated
Journeys done by one of the members of the party over the
most difficult part of the ridge was seven times up and
dowri,.

Not all went smoothly and easily. There were various
troubles and delays in this period of establishing camps.
One of the climbers was taken illimmediately upon arrival
at the base camp with amoebic dysentery. At first it
seemed that the patient would be out of thehint for the
rest of the time, but owing to excellent treatment by the
doctor of the expedition, a retired ledical Officer of
the Indian Army, he was again fit for climbing in less
than & fortnight. Then there was trouble with the weathexn
a week after the base camp had been established the mon-
soon came, rather earlier than it does usually. The period
of steady, fine weather was over and snow kept on falling
heavily for three days in succession. This initial snow-
fall was so heavy that the party had to descend from the
height to the base camp for a few days. Iater on, the
weather settled to some extent and, although it snowed
slightly practically every night, it was possible to do a
little every day.

Camp 4 was arranged as an advanced base, and was ac-
cordingly supplied with food sufficient for about ten
days. This precaution proved useful, because soon after
this camp was established a period of bad weather came,
compelling the party to wait. It was out of the question
to attempt to climb the swimit enshrouded in clouds and
swept by high winds. Then one of the porters fell down



when climbing and, although held on the rope by his com-
panion, sustained some slight injuries and had to be accom-
panied down to the base. Then again one of the climbers
was taken ill and had also to be brought to the base.

But eventually the chance came: three climbers assis-
ted by some porters established Camp 5 at an altitude of
23,000 ft. After another day of delay caused by bad
weather, they started to the final attempt. The summit
was only, 1,500 ft. higher. A snow ridge led up to it,
interrupted in two places by steep rock. Half-way up one
of the party decided to retreat, as he was feeling unwell;
he returned to the Camp together with a porter and only
two climbers continued the attempt. They faced a steep
rocky part. After what seemed at first to be a stalemate,
they managed to find their way up the rocks and continued
on the snow ridge. They did their best to keep pace; it
was a race against time. But the pace remained painfully
slow. The atmospheric pressure at that altitude was two-
fifths of that at sea-level and four breaths were needed
to every step, even on & comparatively easy snow slope.

It was already 4 o'clock in the afternocon when they
faced the last obstacle, another rocky step, over 100 ft.
high. Afteranother hour of scrambling over rock and step
cutting, the slope in front of them leaned back and a big
snow field, windblown into rifts and dunes, appeared befom
their eyes. The hard crust formed by the wind on the snow
surface was in places not strong enough to support the
wieght of & man. The two men staggered, sometimes walking
on the surface of the snow, sometimes falling deeply into
it. They were very exhausted and very, very happy when
they got to the highest point of the snowfield. This was



the summit, their summit. After years of planning, after
months of preparations, after a Journey of several thousand
miles, after weeks of strenuous effort on the mountain -
they had succeeded.

There was a magnificent view: the sky was clear and
there were cloud billows 5,000 ft. lower down, from which
hundreds of Himalayan summits emerged. Visibility was pew
fect, one could see well over 100 miles avay. Close at
hand, at a distance of two miles stood the mein summit of
Manda Devi.

During the descent the sunset came; and, as the sun
sank lower and lower, the shadow the mountain cast on the
cloud billows grew longer and longer, until it stretched
many miles in length, reaching to the horizon.

—-—=-0000000—-~

What was the making of the success? TVery much the
same as in tackling any other great problem successfully -
thorough study of the object and careful initial prepara-~
tion; sub-division of the great whole into smaller parts
(establishing camps); a good deal of "sticking to Gkt
and one great thing - teamwork. And (to be quite honest),
one thing more - that bit of luck, without which the best
preparation, the grimmest determination and the finest
teamwork just won't do.

J.Z. Buzak.
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1044 - 45,
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President:- A.L. Levy.

During the year, the club recovered from the effects
of its period of inactivity at the beginning of war. It
had a keen membership and has held frequent weekend climb-
ing meets in Kent and Surrey, and longer, well-attended
and highly successful vacation meets in the Iake District
and North Wales. In 1944, the British liountaineering
Council was formed to represent the common interests of the
various mountaineering and rock climbing clubs of Great
Britain, and I.C.M.C. was one of the founder clubs and has
since supported the council in its various activities.

During this year, there was some correspondence bet-
ween P. Wilkinson and J.H. Young, Hon. Secretary of the
llountaineering Section of the Camping Club of Great Britain,
about joint meets of the two clubs and members of this club
received a general invitation to any walks or meets arranged
by that club in London or the Home Counties. '

L L e t T Sy

President:~ DPeter Wilkinson.

The president convened a meeting in the rooms of the
Alpine Club, 74 South Audley Street, on Saturday, December
lst 1945, to discuss the revival of the U.L.l.C. lir.
Geoffrey Winthrop Young took the chair and senior members
of the University who were present included:~

Professor Lord Chorley. L.S.E.

Professor G.I. Finch. IR

Professor Huggett. Ste. llary's Hospital.

Dr. Pryce. i " "

Dr. C.B.li. Warren. St. Bartholomew!s
Hospital.

Dr. R.S. Russell. iy



and good wishes and assurances of future support were re-
ceived from Dr. Pye, the provost of U.C.L., Dr. N.S. Finzi,
of Barts, and Professor Carr Saunders, principal of L.S.E.
40 people were present, including seven women, representing
Birkbeck, Borough Road Training College, Imperial, London
Hospital, Q.1.C., University and Woolwich Polytechnic.

The Chairman delivered a fine speech, stressing the
great importance of mountaineering in the universities as a
means for a student's self-realisation and self-expression.
He then called on Dr. Scott Russell, who outlined the pre-
vious attempts in 1939 and went on to outline the objects
and advantages to be obtained by this new attempt. He
particularly stressed the need for the Club to be run by
present active members of the University, a sentiment in
which he was strongly supported by Professor Finch. The
two motions™hat immediate steps be taken to make U.L.l.C.
a reality" and "that & Provisional committee should be ap-
pointed, consisting of a representative from each interes-
ted college; with the convener as secretary, to draw up
& provisional constitution for the club" were put to the
meeting and carried nem. con. Imperial College was repre-~
sented on the provisional committee by liiss I.J. Thornley
and another member of it, J. Dodwell (Woolwich Poly.),
subsequently became an active member of the club. The
business of the meeting being concluded,bs Professor Finch
showed an excellent film of an ascent of the Iiorth Ridge
of the Piz Bernina by a party of young climbers led by
himself.

A general meeting of U.L.il.C. was held at University
College on Januvary 30th, 1946, when the committee!s recom-
mendation that Officers should be appointed to draw up a
constitution and arrange Club activities was accepted.



The officers were:~

President. Peter Wilkinson. I.C.

Vice-Presidents. G. Winthrop-Young. Past K.C.
Prof. Lord Chorley. L.S.E.

Dr. D.R. Pye. U.Cs
Prof., G.I. Finch. AT
Hon. Treasurer. Dr. Pryce. St. llary's H.N.S.
Hon. leets . -
Secretary. Miss LEileen Pyatt. U.C.
and Hon. Secretary. D.V. Humphries. Q.M.C.

and I.C.l.C. was again represented on the committee by
Iiiss M.d. Thornley.

Then followed a most interesting lecture entitled
"Iy Latest Alpine Holiday", given by F.S. Smythe.

From these beginnings, the U,L.il.C. has prospered and
is now a flourishing club of the University. The mountain-
eers of I.C. have not always taken an interest in the club,
but in 1948-49 A.J. Brooker was lieets Secretary of U.L.}.C.
However, in 1950, a committee was formed representing
U.L.IL.C. and the climbing clubs of individual colleges to
co-ordinate the indoor activities of the clubs and it was
proposed that each club should entertain the others in turn
at lectures.
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In copies of Phoenix subsequent to this, only very
brief reports appear.

December, 1946. "Several week-end camps at Harrison Rocks
and other outcrops have been held. Before Christmas, the
Club was climbing at Stanage, near Sheffield. J.L. Long-
land will speak at the annual dinner in the Spring term, and
the Easter meet will be on Ben Nevis."

March, 1948. "A regular series of meets has been held in
the Tunbridge Wells - Fast Grinstead area. An ex-member,
Wing-Cmdr. A.J.ll. Smythe, gave an illustrated talk on
climbing in Kashmire, and several members spoke on recent
climbing on the Continent. The annual dinner was held in
the Union and was preceded by a lecture by Mr. P. Bicknell
on "The History of English Rock Climbing". Sixteen members
attended a Christmas meet at Helyg and "a good time was had

amidst rain, hail and snow".

June, 1948, Uith "traditional disregard for adverse weather
conditions", the Easter meet was held at Iagangarbh in Glen-
coe, when six members enjoyed ten days climbing with suffi-

cient snow to produce an approved alpine effect.

During the session 1947 - 48, lectures were given by
G.A. Dummett, N.BE. Odell, A.J.}. Smythe, R.P. Mears and
J.V. Durdenn.

A more vivid picture of club meets from 1944 onwards
may be formed by reading the present copy of the club log-
book.



Phoenix, Summer 1949,

Kashmir, ay 1945,

IMAHADEO, wreathed in cloud -

Summit clad in snowy shroud -
Overlooks, remote and proud,

The shady Shalimar.

There the plashing fountain showers
Along between the beds of flowers;
Kashmiris pass idyllic hours
Beneath some tall Chenar.

Below, from placid Bodal lake,
Where lotus-buds dream half awake,
The darting, azure Halcyons take
Their silver - glistening prey.
The summery sky is mirrored here,
Vhere languidly shikaras steer;

~ In fronded depths of crystal, clear,
The rippling shadows play.
Beyond the lake the willows sigh;
Long avenues of poplars high
Athwart the plains and marshes lie,
Where irises abound.
Glacier-fed, the Jhelum flows;
And far beyond, faint tinged with rose,
Pir Punjal, clothed in virgin snows,
Rims the horizon round.

A.B.R.
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Phoenix, December 1931.

The Accident on the Jungfrau.

The Summer lleeting of the Imperial College llountain-
eering Club had been climbing for fourteen days in the St.
Gotthard and Bernese Oberland Ranges. Throughout this
period the general division of the party had been into
four ropes as follows: Finch, Durden, Sutton minor;

Ford, Robertson, Jenkins, Sutton major; Peto, Kershaw,
Downey; the first named in each group being the group
leader. TFinch's party led throughout on all climbs, and
Peto's rope came last.

The parties left the Jungfraujoch at about 7.30 a.m.
on August 19, about 1 to 1% hours after three other parties
who could then be seen approaching the Rottalsattel. The
weather was fine, with a moderate west wind blowing. The
preceding three parties were about to leave the summit
when the four I.C.M.C. parties arrived in the Rottalsattel.
In order to avoid all danger from falling stones dislodged
by the parties above, who were descending by the rock rib
overlooking the Rottal (the usual summer route), Finch led
straight up from the Sattel, thus following the normal
winter route. Step-cutting was required practically
throughout, for the most part in excellent but hard snow.
Near the top of the slope an upward traverse calling foxr
about thirty steps in ice had to be made. The summit was
reached at about 10.30 a.m. On the descent, there being
no danger of falling stones, the parties, maintaining the
same order as on the ascent, but with their respective
rope leaders now bringing up the rear, followed the well-
trodden track leading down the rock rib to the Rottal-
sattel. The conditions on the rib were excellent. The
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first two parties had already reached a point, the agreed-
upon rendezvous, just below (30 ft.) the Rottalsattel.

The third party was just preparing to descend through the
corniche on the Sattel. This party (Jenkins and Sutton),
before embarking on the well-known traverse from the foot
of the rock rib to the Sattel, had seen the fourth party
leave the rock rib at a point about 120 ft. above the tra-
verse and start to take a descending traverse towards the
Rottalsattel. There were no tracks along this course, and
the surface consisted of a thin layer of poor snow on ice.
All members of all four parties wore crampons. It was sea
by the third party that Downey, later followed by Kershaw,
proceeded down the slope without cutting steps; Peto was
not seen to leave his secure stance on the rock rib. At
this moment, though out of sight from them, Peto was heard
by the first party, who had just arrived at the rendezvous
below the Sattel, giving directions to his companions. A
few seconds later, Jenkins, who was paying out Sutton through
the corniche, happened to turn and saw the fourth party
sliding down towards the edge of the Rottal Cliffs, over
which they disappeared. The cause of the actual slip, which
was not seen, is entirely unknown. The three men, when
seen sliding, were one above the other, the rope taut bet-
ween them, and they were endeavouring to stop themselves
with their axes. As they slid down they made no sound.
Jenkins immediately told the parties at the rendezvous wha
had happened and descended to the full extent of his rope
down the Rottal side. It was at once clear that no hope
could be entertained of the fall of the fourth party
having been arrested. The accident occurred at 11.30 a.m.



One of the three other parties of climbers who were
about to descend from the rendezvous was given a note ad-
dressed to the manager of the Jungfraujoch hotel. The
latter reported immediately on receipt of the note to the
Rettungsstation, Lauterbrunnen, which at once organised a
search party. This party, consisting of three guides and
a porter, left Lauterbrummen at 2 p.m. and were in the Rot-
tal hut that night. On August 20 bad weather interfered
with their search, and they were unable to find any trace
of the lost climbers beyond a rucksack and a crampon,
which they retrieved from the surface of a fresh avalanche
just below the bergschrund at the foot of the Rottal
couloir. On August 21 they were forced to return to
Lauterbrumnen by continued bad weather. On August 22 a
second search party, consisting of the guides Peter Von
Allmen, Fritz Wyss, Fritz Huggler and Christian Gertsch,
together with Herr Urfer (Chief of the Rettungsstation,
Lauterbrunnen), lessrs. Smith, Barry, Lauper, Robertson,
Durden, Ford and Finch, proceeded to the Rottal hut. At
daybreak on the 2%rd, the bergschrund at the foot of the
Rottal cliffs was searched. It was snowing. The search
in the bergschrund was soon rendered impracticable by
avalanches which fell and choked it up. A systematic seaxh
by means of iron sounding rods was then made of the ava-
lanche below the bergschrund. During this work two men
were detailed off to give warning of avalanches. The
body of V.E. Downey was located at 8 a.m; those of R.H.K.
Peto and R. Kershaw at 11 a.m. The rope between Downey
and Kershaw had broken. The bodies were in an avalanche,
which in its turn had been covered by another and larger
one. The bodies were brought to a safe place near the

i
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moraine and covered with fresh snow, whereupon an advance
party went down to Stechelberg to arrange for transport.
The porters left Stechelberg shortly after 2 p.m.

On llonday, August 24, the bodies arrived in Lauter-
brunnen. Peto and Downey were buried in the village on
August 25. Kershaw's remains were sent to England and in-
terred at Brighouse, Yorks., on the 30th.

To the above brief account I wish to add the follow-
ing:-

The work of the Rettungsstation, Lauterbrunnen, was
splendid., The actual recovery of the bodies was attended
by considerable danger, and under these circumstances
special mention should be made of the fine work effected
by Herr Urfer and the guides named above. Ve are also
deeply indebted to Herr Direktotrliechti (Directa of the
Jungfrau Railway), Herr Stahel, Herr Direktor Sommer
(lanager of Jungraujoch Hotel), the Fuhrer-Obmann of
Lauterbrunnen, and Herr and Frau von Allmen of the Staub-
bach Hotel,

' G.I.F.
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67 ,Gordon Road
Faling
Iondon %.5

II th April I935

Jear Professor Finch,

I am writing to let you know details of
wn aceident that you have already probably seen in the news-papers.
‘here were six of us,of the Imperial College Mountaineering Club
itaying at Blacksail Hostel for a week from the Ist April.

Une member and myself set off to the Pillar
lock several miles from Great Gable on the 3réd April,while Olkver
jockerell and the other three want to Great Gable. The details
f the accident that happened soon after they had commenced climbing
ire these. :

Cogkerell and Smythe,tied on the ends of
. I20 foot rope ( I think that was a mistake.) intended to climb
\bbey Buttress,classified Very Difficult,avoiding the Severe
lariation,but unfortunately Cockerell discovered that he had brought
;he wrong guide-book. However he located the Buttress correctly,
wmd also the Arrowhead Arete for Scoéit and Kagan,the remaining two.

When we inspeceted the climb later we
rame to theconclusion that he had finished the first two pitches
sorrectly hut had then gone on to the wrong elimb. How this
:appened we imagine was due to the faet that at that point he had to
iraverse IZ feet to the left and ocontinue the olimb round a cormer
10t obvious without kuowledge. The severe route converggs at
shis point and presented the obvious continuation. :

He accordingly went to the right and found
1imself in difficulties. He called out to Smythe that holds
ieemed very scarce. He should have normally been capable of
rlimbing a severe route with justifieation,but an extremely cold,
itrong wind and portions of iced rock must have proved too much.,
ie was visibly failing and exhausted. Smuthe noticed this and said
shat he was expecting at any minute to see him fall. He then
iired to return and while doing so his foot slipped and he fell
utwards. As he fell,his head struck a rock,and he finally landed
-0 the gully having fallen a sheer distance of 60 feet. At the
ioment ,he had run out 30 feet of rope,and on the Jerk,Smythe held
'irm to save a further run out. The result was that he had his
iand cut through the sinews to the bone,and was left rather helpless
0 elimb down slone. He tied the rope to the rock and abseiled
lown with one hand somehow,but while coming down he saw Cockerell
11ip down another 30 feet.

Scott and Kagan,seeing the accident from
their olimb,hurried down. Smythe ran off to fetch help,but fedl
and fainted once or twice,and Kagan accordingly ran after him to make
Iure. Scott kept Cockerell quiet and still and tried to keep

aim werm. It was three hours before a stretcher could get
1im down to a waiting ambudance at Wasdale.
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2.

From Viasdale,he was taken to Whitehaven Hospital I5 miles
wey,together with Smybhe to get treatment to his hand.
fater in the day,the two of us who were e¢limbing oa
’i1lar Rook (where we also encountered 2 bitter wind and plenty of
.ce) came across to Great Gable to meet the others. We came
lerosg the gully and saw the flood and signe of an ascident,but
shers wag nothing to tell us that it was our own party.
It was not till 8.0 pm that evening theh Kagen came
wwer Blacksail Pass with two ropes on his shoulder and the terridbile

leWs . Ve left for Whitehaven early nest day,and found Smythe
juite fit and due to leave at omce.  Cockerell,however,was still
mgonscious,his condition eritical bug more hopeful than we were
ixpesting. He had injuruies to his head,eldow and ankle.

'hey had not yet Pound whether it was a dual frasture or serious
roneussion. The elbow injury was not serious,but there is a bone

roken ia his ankle which might always give him trouble.

His improvement has been slow. Ag far as the news
\as reached,he was s8till unconscious on Monday afterncon { 8th ).

{t seems to me rather disturbing as the accidsnt occurred at II.30
im on the ¥Wednesday previous.

From our recomstruction of events,ws ean see no
ibvicusly eareless pcint that might have avoided the aceident on
he spot. It was careless,but unlusky,that he should have
Irou the wrong guide book,bnd as they are all so similar looking,
. think as such it might have occurred to anyone. On epoint I
‘ersonally consider was wrong was that they should Rhave used the
‘hole IZ0 foot rope. €60 feet cnly was required (or less),and I
hink it would haws been better to leave the rest in the second
an's rucsakik. It would not have avoided the dirsct fall but
rould have prevented further slipping I think .

Both Smythe and Soott were almost new 10 mounte
.ineering,and weee unfortunate to be impicated in an aceident
itraight away. : e
The newspaper reporta have given a rather garbled
goount of the whole matter. One went so far as to say that Oliver
ad I00 yardsof rope out.

The meet was brought to an end,both for this reason
nd owing to the cold weather. All the rock was plastered with
mow and iee to an extraordinary degree.

Yours sinoerely
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IMPERIAL COLLEGE MOUNTAINEERING CLUB.

Aecount of an sceident in the Black Cuillia, Isle of Skye.

Miss G.B.Stevenson and E. Cone arrived in the
Cuillin on Saturday, Sept.22nd, 1935 and during the next eight
days did the felleowing elimbs with Stevensen leading:~
Windew Buttress en Sgurr Dearg; Inaccessible Pinnacle, up Vest
ridge, dewn East ridge; North Western Buttress of Sgurr Sgumain;
Seuth East ridge of Ghreadaidh; traverse eof the main ridge from
Gars Bneinn te Bealach Ceoire Lagan including the Thearlaich = Dubh
gap;a walk reund the coast te Ceruisk and back ever Ceir an Eich
in mistake fer Bealach Ceire na Banachdich. During this periled
the main ridge was traversed frem Gars Bheian te Sgurr a Mhadaidh
tegether with several eof the side ridges. We were ykimkkm using
2 sixty feet repe.
On Monday Sept.30 we set off about 2 o'cleck te
climb the Ciech by the weat reute whieh is graded 3A in the SeMeCo
Guide book. We failed te find the beginning ef the elimb but xm
reached the feet of the Ciech by a reute whieh was enly of grade 2
then centinued up the direet route teo the tep of the Cilech. Ve
were both climbing much better then than we had been at the beginning
From the tep we selected a reute dewn en the east side of the Ciech,
going ever the steep Cioch slabs and then dewnLittle Gulley.
one piteh dewn this we came te a shallew chimney about feur feet
wide and six feet high with the back wall slightly everhanging,
Stevenseon steod st the tep ef this and passed Cene's repe reund
a belay. Since Cene had previeusly cemplained abeut the repe
sticking while he was climbing dewn Stevenson let out enocugh slack
for him to reach & ledge at the bettem of the chimney, but as it
remained on the ledge above his head Cene did net netice this.
He preceeded te swing en a large bleck ef prejecting reck near the
tep of the chimmey as this was apparrently the enly way dewn. He
thinks that he w arned Stevensen that the bleck might coeme away
but Stevenson did net hear hime. When Cene's weight came on the
bleck it came away and he fell . The slack ranm eut , the repe jerked
en the belay and this in 1ts turn came away. The repe then pulled
Stevensen out ever Ceme's head and she fell till the repe became
taut en Cene when it pulled him out. He stepped and the repe
became tight again and breke. Stevenson fell te the bettem ef the
gulley and Cone te a place abeut 15 ft higher. Cene was unhurt
and was able te climb dewn and assist Stevensen te walk dewn te
Glen Brittle.



APPEINDIX 2.

Lists of liembers.



List of Presidents.

1929
1930

1931
1932

1933
1934
19355
1936
1937

1938

A
1940
1941,
1941
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949
1950

30,
o X I8
23
34,
35.
36,

37.
38.

39.

40,
41,

42,
45,
46.
47,
48.
49.
50.
51.

G. Wilson.
H. Nakashima.

J.V. Durden.

R.M. Shackleton.
T.R. Wilson.
P.H. Hicks.

R.S. Russell,
D.F. Ashby.

(S.L.S. Thomas.
(E. ‘.'Jo Ko wa.l'tOIl.

C.B. Snodgrass.
C. Reid.

A.G. liaddock.
W. Davis.

A.L. Levy.

. Wilkinson.
D. Newman.
D.l. Parker.
F.F. Evison.
G.W. Lester,
W.ls Stanton,

7
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Iist of Secretaries. J'
1929 - 30.
1930 - 31.
1931 - 32,
1932 - 33,
1933 - 34, O.J. Cockerell.
1934 - 35. H=S+—Fevf: FH.Hicks.
1935 - 3%6. lliss Greta Stevenson.
1936 - 37. D.F. Ashby.
1937 - 38, S.L.S. Thomas,
19580 =N C.BsSnodgrass.,
1939 - 40,
1940 - 41. W. Gilpin.
%gi% % j% R.E. Tuckwell.
1943 - 44, A.L. Levy.
1944 - 45, P. Wilkinson.
1945 - 46, Miss l.J. Thornley.
1946 - 47, M.P. Robinson.
1947 - 48, Jde Butcher.
1948 - 49, A.C: Davis.
1949 - 50, {P.W.M. Jacobs.,
J.G. Ramsay.



Imperial College llountaineering Club.

Honorary llembers:-

Elected

1930,

1931~55,

1935-36.

1936-317.

1938-39.
1944-45,
1945-46,

1949-50.

t Brig.-General the Hon. C.G. Bruce, C.B.
lr. Younger, A.C.

Prof. Boswell,
Prof., Bradford.
Prof. Sir Harold Carpenter.
O.Jd. Cockerell,
dals Durden, C.C.
- Hancox.
Prof., Merritt.
D, Purcell.
R.M. Shackleton.
G.E. Tidbury.
Dr. G. Wilson.

TR, Wilsoen,

G.P. Hebden.

F.N. Fox,

E.E. Shipton, A.C. & C.C.

Geoffrey Winthrop-Young, A.C. &
sl Mo Smyth, 0B .8y, D, F.C., C
Drt T. Go Longstaff, A.CQ

Gerald Seligman, B.S.C.

Dy, Ry Seolit-Bussell, CiC,

R. Po MeaI'S, .A.o Co

Hermann Rosenbaumn.
BeCs Trant, L0, J.M.C.8,

liiss 1.J. Thornley.

79.



llembership List, 1935 - 36.

llemberse-

President: P. Hicks,
Vice-President: Prof. Finch.
Secretary: G. Stevenson (liiss).
Sen., Hon. Treasurer: Asst. Prof. Merrett.

Jun.

L " H. Hopf.

Professor Sir. H.C.H. Carpenter
Professor Boswell.
Dr, H.T. Tizard.
Professor V.H. Blackman.
Professor W.A. Bone.
Dr. L.E. Hawker.
Dr. T, Schartt,
L.R. Rabeneck.
- Pullenger.
D.F. Ashby.
R.S. Russell,
B.ll.B. Wills.
J. Paine.
Jean Hall.
N. Kesavan.
E.L. Cohen.
E. Cone.
C. Callaway.
E. Kagan.
J. dacobi.
A.J.ll. Smyth.
Ced,. Hinton.
SeLie e Thomas,
J.P. Glasgow.
J.W. Whymper.
L. Marriot.



llembership List, October 193%6.

Ordinaxry

Staff,

Students:

President:
Vice-President:
Hon. Secretary:

Sen. Hon. Treasurer:
Jun, " e

Committee llembers:

llembers:-

<

R.S. Russell.
Prof. G.I. Finch.
D.F. Ashby.

Prof, W.H. llerrett.
L. Cone.

P.H. Hicks, (Pres, 1935-36)
G. Stevenson. (Sec. 1935-36)

H.T. Tizard, C.B., F.R.S.
Frof; P.G.H., Boswell, F.R.S.
Prof, V.H. Blackman, F.R.S.
Dr. R.ll. Shackleton.

Dr. L.E. Hawker.

., Cuds Pratt,
Dr. Anderson.
Dr. King.

Dr. Emeleus.
Dr. Pincell.
llr. Blackman.

S. Callaway.
E.L. Cohen.
C.A. Hinton.
H.S. Hopd.
lMiss A.J. Hall.
Jd. Jacobi.

E. Kagan.

N. Kesavan.

J. Paine.
S.L.5. Thomas.
C.M.B. Wills.



llembership List, 1944 - 45,

President:
Vice-President:

Hon. Sec. and
Treasurer:

Librarian:
Quartermaster:

Ordinary liembers:-

Je.A. Dunster.

Jd. Wilkinson.
TeA. Gomersall.
D.K. Johnson.
T.A.C. Andrews.
D. Rolfe.

Z.R. Posselwhite.
J.W. Bugler.

Life llembers:-

Miss ll. Gilbert.
J. Doddwell,

H. Dianant.

G. Wilson.

Jde¥s Divdens

G.E. Tidbury.
Prof. Bowell.
Prof, G.I. Finch.

Honorary liembers:-

Hon. C.G. Bruce.
G.W. Young.
E.E. Shipton,

A.L. Levy.
Dr. G. Wilson.

P. Wilkinson.

Miss ll.J. Thormnley.
Bo‘”o G' HOddS.

Prof. H.H. Read.
Miss M. Platt.
D. Garraway.
Geds Smith,

B.A. Bridle,

D. Newman.

R. Bentley.

Il Gawthrop.

Oede. Cockehill.
G.P. Hebden.

T.R. Wilson.

CeGe Wickham.
A.J.ll. Smyth.

Dr. Scott Russell.
Dr. P. Alexander.
Prof. Egerton.

Dr. T. Longstaff,
Mr. Younger.
R.P. Mears.

8Q,



Membership List, 1945 - 46.

President:
Vice-Presidents:

Hon. Secretary:
Hon. Jun. Treas:
Committee:

Quartermaster:
Librarian:

Ordinary liembers:-

Mrs. Finch.
A.d.Ms Smyth.
R. Bentley.
R. Evans.

D. Gibson.

M. Pearce.

A, Ransome.
G.C. Gardner.
B.R. Fuller.

<3

Peter Wilkinson.

Prof. G, 1. Finch.
A. LC Levy.

lfiss ll.J. Thornley.
Miss M. Gilbert.

D.ll. Parkes,
D.D.E. Newman.

M.P. Robinson.
P.P.A. Davey.



llembership List, 1947 - 48.

* D.M. Parkes. (President)
Prof. Finoh.
. M.P. Robinson.
- J.F, Butcher. (Secretary)
- A, A. Dennis.
A, Celavis,
. F.C. Ewels,
. I.Io Jo WilSOIl.
- lliss M.d. Thornley.
& MiSS L‘Io Llad-geo
Miss. S. Anning.
+ R.A. Brooker.,
- Be Kaye.
b Co Ma.rSh.
. D. Birmstingle.
- E. Whalley.
+ JoH. Della-Porta.
« R. Jackson.
+ D. Roberts.
+ Jo Gregory.
A, Ransome.
0.C. Critchley.
+ G.C. Gardner.
b R.Co PenfOldc
+ E.C. Cherry.
+ W. Davis,.
* F. Fo E'V'iSOIl.
~ Sondheimexr.

Al Daece
f ) e
T B S
S, Peknetioore



Membership IList,

1949 - 50.

o

Miss

Mrs.

Je Barnard.
G. Benson.
S.As Burdett.
J.A. Chapman.
V.X. Collinge.
F.F. Evison.
J.F. Fleming.
P. Jaeobs.
G.W. Lester.
H.E. Lewis.
E. Millett.

- lousley.
M.R. Piggott.
M.P. Poucher.

- Prentis.
J.G. Ramsay.
Ssde Skinner.
W.I. Stanton.
PeGs Tayler.
D. Thompson.
M.J. Thornley.

D.F. Trowbridge.

RiBe Turtlie;
GeI. Finch.
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